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Distribution Dates for 2025 19 February; 20 May; 19 August & 18 November

Our Bulletin is the primary method of communication with affiliates by the board of GCA.
It contains important information for club secretaries allowing members to remain connected.

Please ensure that the GCA Bulletin is shared with your entire committee and all club members

A Message from the Directors of Zones QLD, NSW/ACT & Southwest Australia
At the start of 2025, we have 13 vacancies for Zone Coordinators across various regions:

e Queensland — North Brisbane

e Western Australia — Southwest (1 vacancy)

e Victoria — 3 vacancies

e New South Wales/ACT — 8 vacancies
As a Zone Coordinator, you will serve as the key link between the GCA Board and affiliate clubs in
your zone. Your role will involve maintaining communication through email, phone, and/or in-
person visits, ensuring a smooth flow of information between both parties.

This position requires strong communication skills, a friendly and approachable attitude, and a
willingness to connect with fellow gardening enthusiasts.

If you're interested, please complete Expression of Interest - Form 16, on the GCA website.

GCA 30" Biennial Convention 2025 - Albury, NSW - 13 to 17 October 2025

The program offers a great variety of activities which will include Garden visits in central Albury and the
immediate area north and south of the regional city. An Edna Walling designed garden near Holbrook, and
stunning garden at Wyma then to semi rural properties west of Albury called Splitter’s Creek, A spectacular
luncheon at Adamshurst with an outstanding garden which compliments the heritage house.

The convention also focuses on sustainability with a day and talks at Charles Sturt University followed by
dinner. The Albury Botanical Gardens will host a day of speakers, trade exhibits and garden tours.

Register NOW $380 as an “Early Bird Price” until 30*" June. Full registration after that date is $400.

More information & registration here: Convention - Garden Clubs of Australia.

Expression of Interest — Hosting the GCA Biennial Convention 2027

We are now inviting Expressions of Interest from Clubs, Societies, and Community Gardens interested in
hosting the 2027 Convention. We encourage all interested groups to submit their proposals to the GCA

Secretary by 30 June 2025. The successful applicant will be announced during the Albury Convention in

October 2025. For further details or inquiries, please contact the GCA Secretary.

Diary Dates — Publicise Your Events!
Don’t forget to submit your Diary Dates for 2025 to be featured in Our Gardens magazine, as well as on the
GCA website and Facebook page.

e Toinclude in Our Gardens please email to Wendy Whitham or Promotions & Events.
e To include on the Website please email to Communications, also photos, flyers (PNG or JPG images)
which can be posted on Facebook as well.
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GCA ANNUAL MAJOR AWARDS 2025

Now is the perfect time to think about who, in your club, is worthy of being nominated for one of our Major
Annual Awards. | am sure that there will be plenty of eligible nominees. The details are on the GCA website.
Please follow them to the letter and printed in black pen for clarity of reading and processing.

Applications close on 31st May for the Annual Major Awards. The Ann Williams Clark Medallion
applications have until 31st December, so no need to do them now. Applications can be sent, preferably by
email, to: awards@gardenclubs.org.au

If you cannot email, please post to: Maureen Lucas, 64 Timbertop Drive, Rowville Vic. 3178. DO NOT
ADDRESS TO "AWARDS".

Photographers’” Opportunities

GCA 2026 Calendar Photo Submissions
Submissions for the 2026 Calendar are now open! We’re excited to see your entries for the upcoming
edition. Please note the submission deadline is April 30, 2025. Details at Calendar Submissions

GCA 2025 Annual Photo Competition
The GCA Annual Photo Competition is available to all members of an affiliated club or to subscribers to Our
Gardens magazine. Closing Date October 1, 2025. Details at Photo Competition 2025

GCA 75" Anniversary 2025

In 2025, GCA will be celebrating its 75th anniversary! We would greatly appreciate any information, photos,
or other materials you could share for inclusion in a special Celebration Booklet. Send to GCA Secretary.

Copyright Infringement Notices — Important Information

Some clubs have received emails from PicRights Australia Pty Ltd demanding payment for alleged
copyright infringements. Another Garden Club did the following after receiving a letter from PicRights and
doing some research:

e After some correspondence with PicRights it did not respond further to these emails, acknowledge any
infringement, or make any payment.

e PicRights continued to write to the club and the club ignored their correspondence.

e Nothing further has been heard from PicRights for some time. To date PicRights has taken no action
against the club.

e Please ensure all club members are aware of copyright laws regarding the use of images, text, and other
content in newsletters, flyers, and other materials.

Remembrance Drive ‘Honouring our Contemporary Heroes’
A Vision of our Founding President, Margaret Davis MBE. We encourage all our affiliates to support a fund-
raiser to assist in the construction of a Memorial to honour four VC recipients. View Presentation

Is Your Affiliated Club Closing? We’re sorry to see you go.

It is essential that you warn us immediately or you become liable for the coming years’ insurance premium
even if you have not submitted membership numbers! Send the Form 13 immediately, but telephone the
Director of Insurance (0404 163678) if you need advice and to avoid having to pay for insurance you no
longer need!

Next GCA Bulletin will be May 2025.
‘Friendship through Gardens’

Paul Sheaffe - Director of Communications
GCA Communications 14.02.2025
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