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Aims and Objectives

• To encourage friendship through gardening 

•� To further a knowledge of all aspects of gardening and floral art

• To aid in the protection and conservation of natural resources 

• To cooperate with kindred organisations having similar aims

The Swan Garden, Newcastle. Photo: Bill and Kathy Gresham
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I consider it an honour and a privilege to belong to a like-minded group 
who share a passion for gardening and all the benefits it brings. 

The vision I have for our team is to build on the amazing work already achieved seeing a bright future for the 
organisation.

We all know that this cannot be achieved alone, or by just a few, but with a cohesive team with each member 
fulfilling their allocated position, successfully completing the tasks within their aegis. Over the past twelve months 
the board elected at the 2022 AGM has certainly achieved this. 

We are seeing amazing results with six new zone coordinators recruited in NSW, Queensland and Tasmania over 
the past twelve months.

Unfortunately, we have had to say a farewell to three retiring members. Carolyn Dawes, Graham Bevan and Paul 
Lucas giving a total of more than sixty years of service amongst them. We thank them sincerely and wish them well 
for the future.

Our membership base has also experienced steady growth due to the escalating popularity of community gardens. 
These are a diverse group of gardeners, bringing with them cultural change and development.

So let’s look forward to new and exciting times giving our all to assisting, guiding and supporting almost 800 
affiliates, imparting our knowledge and experience, enabling each club to grow as the organisation has over the 
past 73 years. 

The 29th biennial Convention allowed friendships to be renewed and new ones made.

On behalf of the board may I express my appreciation for the enthusiasm, time and effort given by the Toronto & 
Districts Convention Committee and its members whose dedication over the past two years contributed to its 
success with our motto ‘friendship through gardens’ foremost in our minds.

Lorraine Emerson

President  
The Garden Clubs of Australia

President’s Report
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Honorary Treasurer’s Report

In Australia we have continued to experience the effects of the  
Covid outbreak, which although diminished, is still a present reality. 

The World Health Organisation reports that at least 20 million people have died from Covid since the start of the 
pandemic. We’ve moved on but have not yet bounced back. 

On top of Covid, uncertainty with conflicts around the world, climate issues, rising interest rates and the challenges 
met by many, as is the ageing of the Garden Clubs of Australia clubs and their members. These factors are 
reflected in the accounts for the year ending 30th June 2023. 

Both Our Gardens magazine subscriptions and attendance at the Townsville Convention is lower than previous 
years which has impacted on the income of the Garden Clubs of Australia. The Board members are not paid and 
as volunteers, are re-imbursed for expenses incurred. Some of the services provided to Affiliates are out-sourced 
and of course come at a cost. It has been a challenge to provide quality services with expenses increasing 
constantly. 

Income for the year was $243,951 which is an increase of $20,032 over the 2021/22 year. This increase is 
represented in the affiliation fees, Townsville Convention income, events income, affiliate insurance premiums and 
Our Gardens magazine subscriptions. 

Expenditure for the year was $282,701 which is an increase of $51,659 on the 2021/22 year. This increase is due 
to the AGM expenses at Townsville, badges and gifts for committee members, Townsville Convention expenses, 
insurance premiums, legal fees, meeting expenses, National Gardening Week expenses, photo competition 
prizes, software expenses, travelling expenses and website designer fees. 

The loss of GCA funds after providing for income tax, amounts to $38,750 which is a significant increase on the 
2022 tax year’s loss of $7,124. However, it is to be noted that the loss of $34,001 in the 2021 income tax year 
reflects that the years can go up and down. 

The audit of the GCA accounts was carried out in accordance with auditor independence requirements as set out 
in the Association Incorporations Act 2009 (NSW) and there were no contraventions of any applicable code of 
professional conduct in relation to the audit. 

The financial records of the GCA for the 2022/23 year have been audited by Atanasov Audit & Consulting who 
replaced the previous Auditors - National Audits Group who disengaged from GCA at the conclusion of their audit 
in June 2022. 

WLM Financial Services Pty Limited, the Accountants for GCA, have generated the financial reports for year ending 
30th June 2023 and Lorraine Emerson (President) and Frances Cairns (Treasurer) signed off on the reports. 

The Auditor’s Independence Declaration, Statement of Income and Statement of Financial Position are included 
in the Annual Report 2023 booklet and the full Financial Statements can be found on the GCA website. 

Frances Cairns

Honorary Treasurer 
16/8/2023
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Executive Committee
President	 Lorraine Emerson	� Vaucluse Garden Club NSW
Vice President	 Lynne Faux	� Boonah District Garden Club QLD
Hon Secretary	 Shirley Haslam	� Townsville & District Garden Club QLD
Hon Treasurer	 Frances Cairns	� Albion Park Garden Club NSW

Affiliation and Insurance
Membership	 Jacqui Bateman	� Solitaire African Violets WA
Insurance	 Martin Boorer	� Townsville Bonsai Society QLD

Zones and Awards
Zones North East	 Lynne Turner	� Lake Macquarie Garden Club NSW
Zones South West	 Jan Ball	� Cherry Gardens Garden Club SA
Awards	 Maureen Lucas	� Doncaster Garden Club VIC

Marketing
Photo Comp & Calendar	 Lynne Faux	 Boonah District Garden Club QLD
Communications	 Sue Mowle	� Goulburn Garden Club NSW
Promotions, Events 	 Joy Duke	 Maryborough Horticultural Society QLD 
& Social Media		
Committee Member	 Jan Graham	� Greenacres Community Garden SA

Magazine Committee
Editor	 Judy Horton 
Advertising	 Kim Peterson
Subscriptions	 Rob Horton
Diary Dates Editor	 Wendy Whitham
Coordinator Distribution	 David Lambert
Club News Editor	 Carolyn Dawes
Proofing	 Virginia Fischer

The Board
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NEW SOUTH WALES

Alfalfa House Community Food Co-Op
Australasian Native Orchid Society Central Coast 
Group Inc
East Corrimal Veggie Patch
Friday Garden Group
Goulburn Community Garden Inc
Illawarra Rhododendron & Rainforest Gardens
Macleay Valley Seed Saver
Nana Glen Food Collective
New England Garden Festival- NSW
Permaculture Blue Mountains Inc
Permaculture Sydney West Inc  
Shara Community Gardens Incorporated
Summer Hill Community Gardeners Inc
Tuross Community Garden
 
QUEENSLAND

Cairns Garden Club Inc
Gold Coast African Violet Society Inc
Palm and Cycad Society of Australia Inc
 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

Adelaide Hills Garden Affair
 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Darling Scarp Gardeners Inc
North Perth Community Garden Inc
White Gum Valley Community Orchard Inc  
Wongan Hills Community Garden
 
VICTORIA

Belgrave Food Garden
Friends of Leach Wood Community Garden
Upper Beaconsfield Community Garden
 
TASMANIA

Brighton (TAS) & Surrounds Garden Club Inc
Rotary Punchbowl Community Garden

ACT 	 21
NSW	 371
NT	 5
QLD	 127
SA	 75
TAS	 42
VIC	 48
WA	 87 

Total	 776

Membership

Welcome to new members

Affiliates in each State and Territory
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Life Members
2022	 Judy Horton OAM
2022	 David Lambert
2021	 George Hoad AM
2021	 Judith Williamson
2021	 Glenys Bruun
2020	 Jeanette Chown
2020	 Margaret Watts
2018	 Carolyn Dawes
2016	 Ken Bradley
2016	 John Graham
2015	 John Sowden
2015	 Dennis Parker
2013	 Mary Willis
2009	 Irene Woods
2009	 Lyal Thomas
2009	 Alan Strachan
2009	 Jenny Simons
2004	 Lorraine Gillon
2004	 Jacqueline Woodford
2002	 Rosalie Pollock
2002	 Nancy Martin
2001	 Warren Boorman
2000	 Eva Golland
2000	 Helen Atherton
2000	 Vo Waters
1999	 Elizabeth Bindon
1999	 Jean Ellis
1999	� Eleanor Chalmers  

(now Havyatt)

1999	 Richard Perrignon
1998	 Mary Glasson
1998	 Gwen Simshauser
1998	 Dorothy Rhodes
1998	 Hilda Upperton
1998	 Patricia Cairns
1997	 Patricia Prior
1997	 David Rushton
1997	 Denerley Woolley
1997	 Jack King

 
1996	 Betty-Jane & Ken May
1996	 Maureen & Bob Ramsey
1994	 Sally Kalina
1994	 Frank Scala
1994	 Gordon Smith
1994	 Jean Sowden
1993	 Pearl McMahon
1993	 Pearl Sawyer
1991	 Olive Matheson
1991	 Joan O’Brien
1991	 Anne Duffy
1990	 Joy Flockhart
1989	 Nori Simpson
1989	 Andrew Domjen
1989	 Wanda Robbins
1988	 Edith Stuart
1987	 Geoff Sowden
1985	 Pat Hurrell
1985	 Jean Duff
1985	 Dorothy Purdie
1984	 Bunty Beaumont
1983	 Mary A (Lallie) Coombs
1982	 Ann Williams Clark
1982	 Sam Silk
1981	 Nella Kelly
1981	 Doris Killian
1981	 David Curtin
1980	 Joan Anderson
1980	 Ray Badham
1978	 Molly Morrison
1977	 Kay MacCallum
1977	 Bill Englart
1974	 Bill Bepp
1971	 Daphne & George Wilmot
1971	 Beryl & Stan Wright
1971	 Janet Waterhouse
1971	 Sir Garfield Barwick
1971	 Margaret Davis

Past Presidents
2020 – Present	 Lorraine Emerson
2015 – 2020	 George Hoad
2011 – 2015	 Ken Bradley
2008 – 2011	 Jeanette Chown
2004 – 2008	 Irene Woods
2002 – 2004	 Lorraine Gillon
1999 – 2002	 Rosalie Pollock
1998 – 1999	 Richard Perrignon
1994 – 1997	 Patricia Prior
1991 – 1994	 Sally Kalina
1989 – 1991	 Joan O’Brien
1986 – 1989	 Wanda Robbins
1983 – 1986	 Ann Williams Clark
1980 – 1983	� Mary A. Coombs
1977 – 1980	 Ann Williams Clark
1971 – 1977	 Kay MacCallum
1950 – 1971	 A. (Margaret) Davis
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Magazine Report

I must start by thanking the members of the team who regularly work with 
me in producing this top quality magazine each quarter: Kim Peterson, 
Advertising; Virginia Fischer, Proofing; David Lambert, Production 
Coordinator; Carolyn Dawes, Club News; Wendy Whitham, Diary Dates;  
Rob Horton, Subscriptions.

In 2023 they have all continued in these important roles and without them the magazine wouldn’t be able to carry 
on. I am also grateful to regular contributors Peta Trahar, Hazel King and Minnie Wilson and I know all readers look 
forward to reading their interesting articles in each issue. And this year we have welcomed Sue Mowle, GCA Di-
rector of Communications, as our link with the national GCA Committee.  

Next year Our Gardens will achieve a significant milestone: its 100th edition. Since the first issue in 1999 it has 
grown from an in-house, leaflet style publication into the glossy, professionally designed, 40-page magazine that 
continues to record the experiences of gardeners from all over Australia. As we always proudly claim: Our Gar-
dens is written and illustrated ‘By Gardeners, For Gardeners’. It’s as genuine (should I Australianise that to ‘dinki 
di’?) as it could be, and we are all proud to be associated with its ongoing publication.

Judy Horton OAM MAIH RH

Editor  
Our Gardens
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Remembrance Driveway Report for 2023

GCA’s Founding President Margaret Davis suggested the highway between 
Sydney and Canberra could be designed as a living memorial of plants to 
the Australians who served in World War 2 in contrast to the stone honour 
rolls associated with the previous world war. The Remembrance Driveway 
officially opened in 1954 and now also commemorates those who served in 
all subsequent conflicts and peacekeeping operations.

The Driveway continues to be developed beyond the current 23 rest stops dedicated to Victoria Cross recipients, 
and the groves, avenues and small parks that currently enhance the highway landscape. Future works will follow 
the long-range strategy recently adopted and includes firstly how best to present a memorial for the lone Navy VC 
recipient Teddy Sheean and a fund-raising strategy for the construction of a group memorial for the VC recipients 
from the Afghanistan conflict. This year the Remembrance Driveway Council is planning for a Vice-Regal lead 
dedication for Vietnam veteran Queenslander Keith Payne VC at the newly revamped service centre at Pheasants 
Nest some 100 km from Sydney.

The 12 volunteers of the Council include military personnel, specialists and two gardeners from GCA affiliated 
clubs. The group works closely with the road authorities of ACT and NSW that build and maintain the Driveway 
memorials. New members capable of contributing to RDC activities are encouraged to apply.

Ken Bradley AM

RDC member and GCA representative 
Member – Kulnura & District Garden Club
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Zones and Zone Coordinators
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ZONE COORDINATORS NE  

1. Queensland
Gabrielle Crema - Cairns/Atherton Tablelands 
Shirley Haslam - Townsville/Bowen/Whitsundays 
Yvonne Boer - Central/Central South  
Glenys Bruun - Sunshine Coast  
Lynne Faux - Granite Belt 

2. New South Wales
John Bennett - Far North Coast  
Mike West - Northern Rivers  
Dar Brooks - New England  
Marion Watts - Mid North Coast  
Sandra Holmes - North West  
Marilyn Swan - Hunter South  
Mal McKinlay - Lower Nth Coast  
Fay Kuilder - Central Coast North  
Jenny Cronan - Sydney Northern Beaches  
Glennis Clark - Sydney North Shore  
John Parsonage - Blue Mountains  
John Graham - Cumberland  
Lori Emerson - Sydney East & Inner West  
Suzanne Williams - Sydney South West  
Jeanette Chown - Macquarie  
Sue Mowle - Southern Tablelands  
Velia O’Hare - Riverina  
Helenie Carmody - NSW South West

ZONE COORDINATORS SW  

4. Victoria
Lorraine Powell - Ballarat & Bendigo 

5. Tasmania
Darrel Flint & Neil Homan - NW Tasmania 

6. South Australia
Greg Lane - Adelaide & North Districts  
Jan Ball - Adelaide & Southern Districts  
Kate O’Brien - Outer Southern Districts  
Marilyn Schier - Riverland/South East  
Rex Herde - Mid North & Yorke Zone  
Briony Coulter - Flinders & Eyre 

7. Western Australia
Jacqui Bateman - Perth North  
Eric Bateman - Perth South   

8. Postal Zone
Martin Boorer

        Green dot indicates vacant zone.
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Launched in 2017 at the Melbourne 
International Flower & Garden 
Show, Australia’s National 
Gardening Week has grown and 
developed into an event celebrated 
by garden clubs and organisations 
across the country.

Held in mid-October each year, the event offers a 
wonderful opportunity to celebrate the passion we all 
share – the simple joys of gardening! It also helps 
promote the associated environmental, social and 
health benefits that gardening brings – all worthy 
aims of the Garden Clubs of Australia.

One of the initiatives over the past year undertaken  
by National Gardening Week was to participate in 
‘treebilee’. In 2022, Queen Elizabeth II’s Platinum 
Jubilee was celebrated and to mark the occasion, the 
Queens Green Canopy initiative or ‘treebilee’, was 
launched. The aim was to plant trees to extend the 
‘green canopy’ in the UK and across the world. Given 
the devasting bushfires of 2019-20 and the loss of so 
much of our own green canopy, burning almost 25 
million hectares, ‘treebilee’ presented a great 
opportunity for garden clubs and all in the community 
to plant a tree and celebrate National Gardening 
Week. The passing of the Queen only weeks before 
the event, also gave an opportunity to commemorate 
Her Majesty, our longest reigning monarch.

Apart from local celebrations, National Gardening 
Week is promoted across the country at events such 
as the Melbourne International Flower & Garden 
Show, QLD Garden Expo, the Sydney Plant Collectors 
Fair and the Plant Lovers Fair on the NSW Central 
Coast.

 

National Gardening Week is open to everybody – 
people of all ages, organisations, businesses, local 
communities, local councils, schools, etc. – to 
participate in and celebrate gardening in any way 
they choose. Why not Dig In & Celebrate this year –
National Gardening Week 15-21 October 2023.

George Hoad AM

National Gardening Week Ambassador  

National Gardening Week
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The Garden Clubs of Australia Annual Awards 2022

Outstanding contribution by an individual  
to gardening and/ or horticulture
The President of The Garden Clubs of Australia Award

Kate Stanley (Posthumous Award - sadly Kate  
passed away in 2022) from Upper North Shore  
and Hills Rose Society NSW.

Outstanding contribution by an individual  
to The Garden Clubs of Australia
The Margaret Davis Award

Helenie Carmody from Young Garden Club NSW.

Outstanding service by an affiliated club  
to their local community
The Eleanor McLeod Award

Buderim Garden Club QLD.

Outstanding contribution to  
gardening/horticulture by a young gardener
GCA Young Gardener of The Year

Hugh Grant from Central Coast Bonsai Club NSW.

Outstanding service by an individual  
to their local community
The Doris Killian Award

Kevyna Gardner from Balaklava Garden Club SA.

 

Outstanding service by an individual  
or affiliated club to the environment
The Gwendy Hansford Award

Faye Arcaro from Perth Garden Club WA.

Achieving excellence by an individual in floral art
The Joan O’Brien Award

Cecily Rogers OAM from the Royal Horticultural 
Society of NSW.

Thank you to all who submitted nominations for the 2022 GCA Awards. The 
judges had a particularly challenging job to select the winners and we thank 
them for their generous service. Congratulations to these worthy recipients:
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Financials
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Friendship through Gardens

www.gardenclubs.org.au

Front cover photo: Lake Macquarie NSW Above: View over the extensive lake at Rippon Lea.  
Photo: Claire Takacs


