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Aims and Objectives

To encourage 
friendship 
through 
gardening 

 

To further a 
knowledge  
of all aspects  
of gardening  
and floral art

 

To aid in the 
protection and 
conservation  
of natural 
resources 

 

To cooperate 
with kindred 
organisations 
having similar 
aims
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It gives me great pleasure to present to you the Garden Clubs of Australia 
Annual Report for the year ending 30 June 2022.

Despite the Covid pandemic, or maybe to some extent as a result of it, the GCA has experienced an outstanding 
year of membership growth throughout the Australian continent and, encouragingly, Community Gardens have 
been prominent in new enrollments, perhaps reflecting ongoing changes to our urban environment and the 
demographics of the communities therein. Having said that, it was encouraging to also see traditional Garden 
Clubs and Specialist Societies joining us, availing themselves of the GCA’s comprehensive insurance scheme 
and ancillary benefits such as our very well supported Photo Comp which gives pleasure to so many members 
each year.

The Prince of Wales “Treebilee Project”, supported by GCA in Australia, celebrated Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth’s “Platinum Jubilee” commemorating the Queen’s 70-year reign as her country’s and the 
Commonwealth’s Monarch was similarly popular with Affiliates around the country who enthusiastically joined 
the project and helped contribute to further urban and countryside renewal.

Our quarterly enhanced Bulletin is now widely accepted in most areas and reaches the membership base of 
affiliated clubs keeping them in touch with committee news.

Like all organisations especially those that are primarily administered by volunteers, individual’s circumstances 
arising during the year can result in early retirements/resignations prior to end of Committee member current 
terms. I sincerely thank those former members of the Board for their contribution to the GCA over recent years.  
Fortunately, the GCA has a depth of talent within its membership base that has allowed all vacant Committee 
positions to be filled on a casual basis as departures have occurred. This year’s AGM will see, via the  
standard democratic election process, the installation of a cohesive group of Committee team members  
for the coming year.

My thanks go to all current Board members for their continued support and contribution and to those who have 
assisted in taking on roles at short notice during the past months bringing with them collectively, a myriad of 
knowledge, skills and expertise.

We have been very fortunate, of course, to have finally been able to hold the 28th National Convention in 
Townsville this year.  An event organised successfully by Shirley Haslam, GCA Hon Secretary and Chair of the 
Townsville & District Garden Club Convention Committee.  Shirley and her dedicated team have managed to 
present a wonderful event.  Memorable for those who are fortunate enough to attend.

And finally let us keep our motto foremost in our minds. 

Friendship through Gardens.

Lorraine Emerson,

President  
The Garden Clubs of Australia

President’s Report
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Executive Committee

President Lorraine Emerson

Vice President Judith Williamson

Hon Secretary Shirley Haslam

Hon Treasurer Frances Cairns

Affiliation and Insurance

Membership Jacqui Bateman

Insurance Eric Bateman

Zones and Awards

Zones North East Lynne Turner

Zones South West Jan Ball 

Policy & Planning Phyllis Sequeira

Media

Magazine Judy Horton OAM

Photo Competition Lynne Faux

Communications Penny Whipp

Calendar Lynne Faux

Facebook Lynne Faux

Resources  
and Development Judith Williamson

Awards and  
Web Administrator Elizabeth Dobson

Promotions and Events Jane Chandler

Committee
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Snakebean Community Garden
Gympie Permaculture
Campion Community Garden
Annie Street Community Garden
Doncaster Garden Club
Coastal Community Garden
South Arm Garden Club 
Lupton Park Community Garden
Mannering Park Community Garden Inc
Padbury Community Garden Inc
Tathra Community Garden
Kinross Community Garden
Gloucester Community Gardens Inc
East Coast Rose Trial Garden Inc

Manly Vale Community Garden Inc
Derby-Russell Native Garden
Wynyard Community Garden
Creative Gardeners Club and Time Out Tours
Five Villages Community Garden Incorporated
Bullsbrook Community Garden Inc
Bli Bli and District Garden Club
Community Food Forests Inc
Australian Region of the International Plant 
Propagators
Australian Rhododendron Society - South Australia
Moranbah Community Garden Inc
Pumicestone Garden Club
Friends of Leach Wood Community Garden

Membership

Welcome to new members

2020/21

2021/22

New membership growth
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Magazine Report

Our Gardens has recovered from most of the setbacks caused by the 
COVID 19 pandemic.

Subscriptions are solid and articles of interest continue to be supplied by generous contributors. As always, it 
would be good to have higher representation from all states.

The makeup of the magazine committee – Kim Peterson, Advertising; Viriginia Fischer, Proofing; David Lambert, 
Production Coordinator; Carolyn Dawes, Club News; Wendy Whitham, Diary Dates; Rob Horton, Subscriptions – 
and I am grateful to them all for their hard work and ongoing support. All are volunteers who go far beyond 
expectations. Regular contributors Hazel King and Peta Trahar have been joined by Minnie Wilson from South 
Australia who writes about her favourite indoor plants each issue.

Last year we introduced a digital subscription but because takeup was limited we have discontinued this for the 
time being and may look at it in the future.

We are proud of the quality of Our Gardens and feel it plays an important role in recording the lives and stories 
of everyday gardeners in Australia.

Judy Horton,

Editor  
Our Gardens

Published by The Garden Clubs of Australia
ABN 74 058 867 744

Music Valley, Norfolk Island

ISSN1832-4738

Summer
ISSUE 87
Summer 20/21

Our Gardens

Dendrobium Orchids Stellar VioletsBotanic Endeavour
Winter

ISSUE 77
Winter 2018

Our Gardens

The road to 
Mandalay 

A garden for 
Mario

‘Native’ 
bouquets?

Published by The Garden Clubs of Australia
ABN 74 058 867 744

ISSN1832-4738

Published by The Garden Clubs of Australia
ABN 74 058 867 744

Music Valley, Norfolk Island

ISSN1832-4738

Spring
ISSUE 82
Spring 2019

Our Gardens

The making of 
Highfields

Precious pelargoniums 
for collectors

Remembrance Road

Our Gardens

The Glenrock 
Story

Colour in the 
cooler months

Plant herbs for a 
healthy garden

Published by The Garden Clubs of Australia
ABN 74 058 867 744

ISSN 1832-4738

Autumn
ISSUE 68
Autumn 2016
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Remembrance Driveway Report for 2022

Since its official establishment in 1954, the Remembrance Driveway 
between Sydney and Canberra commemorates the Australians who  
served in World War II and in all subsequent conflicts and  
peacekeeping operations.

The driveway was conceived by GCA Founding President, Mrs Margaret Davis MBE OAM to be “...specially 
designed with avenues, groves and small parks...”

The volunteers of the Remembrance Driveway Council work closely with Transport for NSW that maintains the 
memorials along the Hume Highway and with Transport Canberra City Services along the Federal Highway. 
There are currently 23 rest stops dedicated to Victoria Cross recipients as examples to remind the public of the 
meaning of the Driveway. Council is planning future rest stops dedicated to Keith Payne VC, to WW2 sailor 
Teddy Sheean VC, and a group memorial in an ACT park for the four VC recipients from the Afghanistan conflict.

Long-range strategy for the Driveway is currently under discussion following a presentation by a consulting 
group sponsored by Transport for NSW.

Ken Bradley,

RDC member and GCA representative 
Member – Kulnura & District Garden Club
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Garden Clubs, Societies and 
Community Gardens Nationally

Canberra
8 14 4

Sydney
35 49 21

Key

Garden Clubs

Societies

Community Gardens

Norfolk 
Island
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National Gardening Week 
offers a wonderful opportunity 
 to celebrate the simple joys  
of gardening and to promote  
an activity which is good for 
both mind and body!

National Gardening Week is open to 
everybody – people of all ages, organisations, 
businesses, local communities, local councils, 
schools, etc. – to participate in and celebrate 
gardening in any way they choose.

The focus for 2022 is all about the journey  
of discovery that gardening delivers. 
Discoveries of the plants, the colours,  
the smells and the passion! Dig in this  
year and discover the simple joys that 
gardening brings!

Take the time to enjoy the garden – whether 
it’s your own flower garden or veggie patch,  
a neighbour’s garden, a community garden,  
a favourite park, or a nearby botanic garden. 
If you are feeling a little more energetic, why 
not get down and dirty – weeding, pruning, 
propagating, planting, mowing – the 
satisfaction gained from a day in the garden 
is well worth the effort. Call in to your local 
nursery or garden centre for some inspiration 
and retail therapy. Maybe organise a 
fundraising event such as an open garden,  
a high tea or garden party – the list of 
possible activites to celebrate is endless!

George Hoad,

National Gardening Week Ambassador  

National Gardening Week
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The Garden Clubs of Australia Annual Awards 2021

Outstanding contribution by an individual to 
gardening and/ or horticulture
The President of The Garden Clubs of Australia Award 
George Hoad AM

A GCA Committee member since 2012 and elected 
President in 2015 George was passionately committed 
to this role and fulfilled it with dedication and 
enthusiasm. He introduced many changes including 
introducing National Gardening Week. George is a 
great communicator whether that be speaking to 
groups or writing for various papers and bulletins. 
George continues working for GCA as Ambassador  
for National Gardening Week.

Outstanding contribution by an individual to  
The Garden Clubs of Australia
The Margaret Davis Award 
Carolyn Dawes

Carolyn has been a highly effective Zone Coordinator, 
especially keeping clubs up to date with GCA events, 
competitions, conventions, and awareness of the GCA’s role.
Carolyn joined the magazine committee as Assistant 
Editor in 2008 and then became coordinator, the link 
between the GCA Committee and the Our Gardens 
committee. She meticulously collated the Diary Dates 
entries from 2008 - 2019 and still coordinates Club 
News for each issue.

Outstanding service by an affiliated club to their local 
community
The Eleanor McLeod Award 
Braidwood Garden Club

The dynamic Braidwood Garden Club is involved in  
so many projects. Whether it be saving roses from the 
hospital garden by potting 200 cuttings, donating 
waratahs to a local Landcare group, donating plants  
to, and working to establish, a sensory garden for a  
new playgroup and generously donating plants and 
helping people who lost gardens in the bushfires.  
This generous garden club is deeply integrated into  
its community. 

Outstanding service by an individual to their  
local community
The Doris Killian Award 
Kevin Bowden

Kevin is one of a small team of volunteer gardeners 
working at Stangate House garden, a significant 
National Trust property in South Australia. Kevin’s 
commitment to the garden has been inspirational;  
there isn’t a job he hasn’t turned his hand to. He also 
has a deep interest in preserving old camellias, 
documenting their history, propagating rare varieties 
and often generously sharing his plants. 

Outstanding service by an individual or affiliated club 
to the environment
The Gwendy Hansford Award 
Jenny Simons OAM

Jenny is heavily committed to the environment, 
gardening and the GCA. This includes being President 
of the Southern Highlands Native Plant Society Branch 
and 25 years in volunteer bush regeneration. This 
included more than 20 years with the Mount Gibraltar 
Landcare Group for which she received an OAM in 
2010. She is a life member of four garden clubs, 
established three garden clubs, has been a Zone 
Coordinator and acted as proof reader for Our Gardens 
for 15 years.

Achieving excellence by an individual in  
floral art
The Joan O’Brien Award 
Jean Page

Jean joined the Floral Art Club of Mt Barker SA in 1976. 
She contributed to planning of several shows including 
the revival of the Mount Barker Show as Convenor of 
the Floral Art Section.  In 1992 she joined the Floral 
Design Council of SA. She still holds both positions. 
In 2005 she became a qualified Floral Art Judge.  
She is regularly called on to judge at metropolitan  
and rural shows and is always willing to share her 
knowledge and skills as a demonstrator. 

Thank you to all who submitted nominations for the 2021 GCA Awards. The 
judges had a particularly challenging job to select the winners and we thank 
them for their generous service. Congratulations to these worthy recipients:
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Honorary Treasurer’s Report

•  We all know what an enormous tragedy Covid-19 has 
become with ten million cases Australia wide and resulting 
in over thirteen thousand deaths (Department of Health). 
Who would have thought that we would be in our third 
year of the pandemic. 

•  Along with the changing rules and restrictions, we have 
experienced flooding rains in southern Queensland and 
the east coast of New South Wales and these endless wet 
days made garden activities non-existent. However, in 
spite of the set-backs The Garden Clubs of Australia has 
kept afloat and managed as well as could be expected.  
The 2021-2022 financial year was a really challenging 
year for most people, families and organisations within 
Australia. Public Health Orders as to how groups of people 
could meet and comply with these orders meant that 
many garden clubs deferred their meetings until they  
felt safe to return. 

•  Income for the year was $223,919 which is an increase  
of $21,910 over the 2020/21 year. This increase is 
represented by the full affiliates’ fees for 2022.

•  Expenditure for the year was $231,042 which is a 
decrease of $3,806 on the 2020/21 year. This decrease  
is mainly due to the cost of travelling with committee 
meetings being held online and less garden club  
events to attend.  

•  The loss of GCA funds , after providing for income tax, 
amount to $7,124 which is a significant improvement on 
2021 tax year’s loss of $34,001.

•  The audit of the GCA accounts was carried out in 
accordance with auditor independence requirements as 
set out in the Association Incorporations Act 2009 (NSW) 
and there were no contraventions of any applicable code 
of professional conduct in relation to the audit. 

•  The financial records of the GCA for the 2021/22 year 
have been audited by National Audits Group and they 
have produced a financial report for that period (refer to 
pages below) based on conditions existing 30 June 2022. 
The Financial Statements were signed off by Lorraine 
Emerson (President) and Frances Cairns (Treasurer) on the 
31st August 2022.

•  On the day before this report went to the printers, I 
received a Disengagement letter from National Audits 
Group stating their preference for The Garden Clubs of 
Australia to seek the services of another auditor for the 
year ending 30th June 2023 as they can no longer 
provide a service to us at a cost which we are used to 
paying. As a result, I am unable to provide a motion at this 
AGM to appoint an Auditor for 2022/23.

Frances Cairns

Honorary Treasurer, 2nd September 2022 
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Financials
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Friendship through Gardens

www.gardenclubs.org.au
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