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Our Motto
‘Friendship Through Gardens’
Affiliate members of The Garden Clubs of Australia Inc. are
extending the culture of gardening into the wider community
throughout Australia by:


actively promoting, contributing and participating in community
-based horticultural activities



contributing to and participating in activities assisting Botanic
Gardens and other similar institutions



assisting in extending the knowledge of the skills of horticulture
to the benefit of the whole community



assisting community charities both by gift and personal effort



assisting in the education of kindred organisations in matters
relevant to horticulture and gardening and educating the public
in the protection and conservation of our natural resources



promoting and encouraging areas of floral art



learning new aspects of gardening while enjoying the friendship
of fellow gardeners.
ABN 74 058 867 744
www.gardenclubs.org.au
Founder President: Mrs Margaret Davis, MBE, OAM

Front cover: Norfolk Island Hibiscus (Lagunaria patersonia, family Malvaceae) occurs on
Norfolk and Lord Howe Islands, generally occurring in rainforests but has proven to be an
adaptable and hardy plant for a range of climates and soils. It is a medium to large tree
which can reach about 12–20m. The spring and early summer-blooming pink flowers are of
typical hibiscus shape and appear in the leaf axils, followed by brown capsules containing
black seeds which germinate readily. (Copyright photo by Brian Walters.)
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Brief Overview
This is the 69th Annual Report of The Garden Clubs of Australia Inc. (GCA) and is a
foretaste of the 70th Anniversary of the GCA in 2020. The GCA has begun planning
celebrations for the 70th year since Margaret Davis conceptualised this national
association of garden groups. I wonder: did she have a vision of the largest garden
association in Australia? Probably, as she seems to have been that kind of a person!
Our Annual Report departs a little from previous editions. Last year, our Annual
Report was circulated widely electronically and also made available on our new
website. It is your Committee’s desire that all members of all affiliates of the GCA
have access to this document.
Reports of all the accomplishments of the various groups that combine to form the
GCA Committee are included in this report as usual, however, we have attempted to
aggregate those reports in such a way as to make your reading interesting.

You will have noticed that we continue the important reports of both the President
and the Treasurer and a number of new portfolios from last year. You can expect
that our communication with affiliates will grow using modern electronic
communication while our flagship publications, such as Our Gardens magazine, will
continue to develop readership and its attractiveness.
While the reports in this document of the production of the Beautiful Calendars of
Australia and our photographic competitions are described in this Report, it is on
the calendar, in Our Gardens Magazine and on our website that GCA members
experience the beauty of the combinations of both photography and gardening
information from across Australia that, in turn, stimulates each of us to have that
beautiful real, live garden at our own home!

4

The Garden Clubs of Australia Incorporated
ANNUAL REPORT 30 June, 2019

President’s Report
2019 has been a very active and productive period for the
Committee and me. For a second year we have a full Committee
of twenty members, with representation from all Australian
states and territories. Committee members continue to
represent a cross-section of individuals drawn from a diverse range
of gardening and horticultural interests, residing in both regional and
metropolitan settings. The strategy of assigning new members to assistant roles and
replacing long-serving Committee members as they retire is working well. Four longserving Committee members have retired in recent years with another three
retiring as of the 2019 AGM. All Committee positions are voluntary and members
are elected at our AGM each year with nominations received from our affiliates.
The Committee meets at least six times each year, with numerous phone calls,
emails and Sub-Committee meetings in between. A new initiative undertaken this
year by some Sub-Committees, which proved successful for small groups, was the
trialling of Skype meetings. Apart from the routine agenda items, special tasks
undertaken this year include the activation and monitoring of our new website,
updating and compilation of Zone Co-coordinators’ and Committee Members’ Kits
and proposed amendments to the GCA Constitution.

Having a full Committee of 20 members with a varied range of skills and expertise
has enabled us to embark on some new projects and focus more closely on the
future of the organisation. Two new Sub-Committees were set up this year to oversee GCA Governance and Planning. The Planning Committee coordinated the recent
affiliate survey and is looking at a future Strategic Plan for the organisation and
ideas to assist affiliates.
GCA Committee members were invited to attend a number of affiliate events
throughout the year including anniversary celebrations, festivals, friendship and
zone days. Once again, I had the great pleasure of attending events held in all states
- Queensland, Victoria, Tasmania, South Australia, Western Australia and numerous
events across New South Wales. I also visited events in the ACT and on Norfolk
Island. Highlights over the past year include a visit to Tasmania where I attended a
range of club events and met numerous club representatives and was honoured
with a Welcome Reception at Government House by Her Excellency Professor the
Honourable Kate Warner AC, Governor of Tasmania.
Another was the 65th anniversary celebration of the Remembrance Driveway held at
Government House, Sydney. His Excellency General the Honourable David
Hurley AC DSC (Ret'd), Governor of New South Wales, welcomed the guests and
gave a brief history of the Remembrance Driveway, acknowledging the contribution
made by Margaret Davis, GCA Founding President, and the driving force behind the
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project. I also attended various major shows, including the Melbourne International
Flower & Garden Show and the Perth Garden Show and had the honour of opening
several including the 2018 ‘Daffodils at Rydal’ Festival and the 65th Autumn Flower,
Vegetable and Floral Art Show hosted by Concord Garden Club. I would very much
like to extend my thanks for the hospitality and friendship shown on these visits by
the club committees, the members and the local communities. Visiting affiliate clubs
gives fellow Committee members and me a wonderful opportunity to discuss local
issues and listen to any concerns that clubs and members may have.
Membership of the GCA remained steady over the last year with the number of
affiliates at around 715, representing approximately 48,000 individual members. I
highlighted last year one of the issues facing many of our affiliates - the difficulty in
finding members willing to stand for executive positions such as president,
secretary, etc. This continues to be a problem in some garden clubs and indeed
across all clubs and organisations nationally. The GCA has assisted with advice
where possible and I have seen first hand some excellent examples of younger club
members, supported by long standing committees, take on roles of leadership.
The GCA continues to offer our affiliates a wide range of benefits and services. Apart
from our comprehensive and competitively priced insurance package, the GCA also
offers a National Register of Judges and judges’ courses, annual awards, quality
products for purchase, our annual glossy calendar and popular photographic
competition. The GCA’s website has been upgraded, our Facebook page promotes
affiliate events and gardening and our quarterly magazine Our Gardens continues to
be well received by our affiliates and subscribers. Zone Coordinators continue to
fulfil an important role in the organisation, attending to regional issues and assisting
affiliates where possible.

Norfolk Island is the location for the GCA’s 2019 biennial convention with the theme
of this year’s event: Gardening Norfolk Island-style: Convicts, Community and
Coral. Planning and preparations are well underway and our hosts, the Norfolk
Island Garden Club assisted by the Norfolk Island Travel Centre, are eager to
welcome us to the island.
The drought crisis in many parts of Australia continues to impact on the lives of
countless farmers and rural communities, with many calling it the worst drought in
living memory. At our August 2018 meeting, the GCA Committee unanimously voted
to donate $5000 to the national drought relief program being managed by The Red
Cross Society of Australia. Many of our affiliates have held a range of fundraising
activities to assist those in need and it is fortunate that the GCA was able to assist in
this way.
National Gardening Week is growing in recognition, not only by affiliate clubs but is
slowly gaining traction in the broader community. Many of our affiliate clubs
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celebrated National Gardening Week for a second year in 2018, with many others
celebrating for the first time. On my recent travels, I was heartened to hear of the
numerous activities undertaken from high teas, garden parties, bring-a-friend days,
tree plantings, open garden weekends to flower shows, etc. In 2019 the focus of the
week is on children and getting our younger folk involved in gardening and a list of
suggested activities has been posted on our website and National Gardening Week
Facebook page. National Gardening Week offers a wonderful opportunity to
celebrate the passion we all share – the simple joys of gardening! It also helps
promote the associated environmental, social and health benefits that gardening
brings – all worthy aims of the GCA. Dig In & Celebrate 2019 National Gardening
Week October 13–19!
I would very much like to thank all the members of the management Committee
and the magazine Committee for the outstanding service they have given the GCA
over the past year. I would particularly like to thank retiring Committee members
Margaret Watts, Robyn Simpson and Graeme Whisker for their dedicated service to
the GCA over many years.
Congratulations to Immediate Past President Ken Bradley who was recognised in
the recent Queen’s Birthday 2019 Honours list with an OAM; and to good friends of
the GCA: Cecily Rogers, Bernard Pryor and Mervyn Gordon, who were similarly
honoured for outstanding service to horticulture and/or floral art and services to
the community.
In 2020 the GCA celebrates its 70th birthday. Seventy proud years extolling the
virtues that the practice of gardening brings along with nurturing warm and lasting
friendships through gardens.

Happy gardening to one and all.
George Hoad
President of The Garden Clubs of Australia Inc.
Member of Killabakh Garden Club
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Honorary Treasurer’s Report
1.

2.

3.

4.
5.
6.

7.
8.
9.

10.

The financial records of the GCA for the 2018/19 year have been audited by
WLM Financial Services Pty Limited and they have produced a financial report
for that period (- see pp. 9–10). In the Auditor’s opinion, the financial report
presents a true and fair view of the financial position of The Garden Clubs of
Australia Incorporated as at 30 June 2019, and the results of its operations
and its cash flow for the year ended in accordance with accounting policies.
Following this report is the Income and Expenditure Statement and Statement
of Financial Position for the financial year to 30 June 2019 (- see p. 10).
Income totalled $227,840 which was above that for 2017/18 by $1,132. There
was a decrease in the amount of interest received, and with the interest rates
reducing, there will be a further reduction in 2019/20. There was a one-off
receipt of $2,000 which was from the sale of a laptop computer.
We have been able to reduce expense payments by $10,107 against those
incurred in 2017/18. The main factors contributing to this were reduced costs
for the magazine, insurance premiums and meeting expenses. There were
increases in costs for travel expenses; and a donation of $5,000 for the
Drought Appeal.
The Income Tax Expense was again lower than in previous years, being
assessed at $6,459 for the period.
The loss after Income Tax was $1,674 against $8,580 over the 2017/18 period.
The Magazine Committee continues to keep production and distribution costs
of Our Gardens to a minimum. In the year under review there was a decrease
in distribution and associated costs.
Where possible, information distributed to Affiliates is being sent by email to
save postage and printing costs.
The costs of the National Gardening Week initiative were in line with those of
the previous year.
In the coming year, additional expenses will be incurred for the amendment
to our Constitution and for the updating of the Website. The Committee felt
that both these areas need to be brought up to date. In the Budget for
2019/20, which has been approved by the Committee, an increased loss, after
tax, is predicted.
One request I again make is for Affiliates who change bank account details, to
advise The Treasurer on Form 4 (copy available on the GCA website –
www.gardenclubs.org.au). Failure to supply correct details will incur a penalty
which is debited to the Affiliate. This covers bank charges and other expenses.

David Lambert
Honorary Treasurer
Member of St Matthews Peakhurst Garden Club
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Statement of Income
For the Year Ended 30 June 2019
Note
INCOME
OTHER INCOME
Insurance certificate
Interest received
Magazine advertising income
Magazine subscriptions
Judges’ School
Affiliation fees
Events income
AGM
Convention income
Other income
Gross profit from trading
EXPENDITURE
Advertising & promotion
Auditors' remuneration
AWC expenses
Bank charges
Calendar
Donations
Hardware expenses
Insurance
Internet and telephone
Information Day
Judges - badges
Legal fees
Magazines - printing, postage
Meeting expenses
National gardening week expenses
Postage
Photographic Competition prizes
9

2019
$

2018
$

87,650.98
8,805.40
22,190.99
55,664.65
845.44
42,760.23
3,123.19
3,709.09
2,000.00
1,090.39
227,840.36

87,141.77
10,190.41
27,077.66
57,167.59
40,627.23
1,041.82
2,581.97
879.41
226,707.86

8,545.91
803.51
493.23
117.96
5,000.00
16.53
62,611.51
25.33
2,356.41
926.88
66,804.08
10,304.31
1,019.07
867.06

1,648.60
7,872.50
1500.50
772.86
167.37
2,452.73
64,998.48
272.73
18.33
4,096.36
71,803.01
15,749.92
1,924.64
354.45
667.51
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Printing and photocopying
Software expenses
Subscriptions - general
Sundry expenses
Storage fees
Travelling expenses
Website designer fees
Zone expenses

1,890.79
1,978.69
764.67
198.04
51,341.24
2,510.00
4,479.96
223,055.18

Profit before income tax
Income tax expense
Profit after income tax

2

Retained earnings - beginning of the financial year
Retained earnings at the end of the financial year

Note
ASSETS
CURRENT ASSETS
Cash and cash equivalents
Other receivables
Inventories
TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS
NON-CURRENT ASSETS
Plant and equipment
TOTAL NON-CURRENT ASSETS
TOTAL ASSETS
LIABILITIES
CURRENT LIABILITIES
Provision for taxes
TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES
TOTAL LIABILITIES
NET ASSETS
MEMBERS’ FUNDS
Retained earnings
TOTAL MEMBERS’ FUNDS
10

1,263.20

4,785.18

4,846.98
76.36
499.01
121.68
48,459.63
3,595.29
233,162.14
(6,454.28)

6,459.00
(1,673.82)
464,064.86

8,580.00
(15,034.28)
479,099.14

462,391.04

464,064.86

2019
$

2018
$

3
4
5

461,010.27
1,819.50
462,829.77

466,596.15
1,444.87
468,041.02

6

462,829.77

468,041.02

7

438.73
438.73
438.73
462,391.04

3,976.16
3,976.16
3,976.16
464,064.86
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462,391.04
462,391.04

464,064.86
464,064.86
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Awards Committee Report
Awards
Awards were made in six categories and presented to the winners at the GCA AGM
held at Club York, York St, Sydney on 9 October 2018. Winners details were
published in Our Gardens Summer 2018/19 and on the website. The criteria for each
award along with details are listed on the GCA website:
.
c s. .
The awards presented by the President of GCA in 2018:
•
President of GCA Award for outstanding contribution by an individual to
Gardening &/or Horticulture: Patricia Prior, Gordon Garden Club Inc., NSW
•
Margaret Davis Award for outstanding contribution by an individual to the
GCA: Ken Bradley – Kulnura & District Garden Club Inc., NSW
•
Eleanor McLeod Award for outstanding service by an affiliated Club to the
Community: Not Awarded
•
Doris Killian Award for outstanding service by an individual to the
Community: Arja Toivanen - Sow & Grow, Hurstbridge Garden Club Inc., VIC
•
Gwendy Hansford Award for outstanding service by a member of an
affiliated Club to the environment: Lyn Clark – Berry & District Garden Club
Inc., NSW
•
Joan O’Brien Award for achieving excellence by an individual in floral art:
Mrs Judith Little – The Royal Horticultural Society of NSW Inc.
•
Young Gardener of the Year Award for outstanding contribution to
gardening/horticulture – age limit 30 years as at 30 June: Caitlin Sawyer,
Ashlea Town and Country Garden Club Inc., Wingham, NSW
Ann Williams Clark Medallion
Since inception in 2011, 158 Ann Williams Clark Medallions have been awarded,
including 27 this financial year.
The Ann Williams Clark Medallion enables affiliates to acknowledge the contribution
that a member makes to their club or society. The concept of awarding this
medallion is beginning to be a part of many affiliates’ annual presentations.

The nomination form is available on the GCA website. Applications can be made any
time during the year – one nomination per club per calendar year is permitted.
Elizabeth Dobson
Stirling and Hills Garden Club Inc., South Australia

Calendar Report
The lovely 2019 Beautiful Gardens of Australia Calendar was enthusiastically
supported by many members purchasing copies. The continued wide range of
members who entered and the variety of scenes and flowers which they
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imaginatively photographed all over Australia meant that it was again hard to
choose the images eventually selected as the winners.
Bartel Calendars generously continue to support the production of the 2020 GCA
Calendar. It will be an ideal gift for giving to relatives and friends both throughout
Australia and particularly overseas and for Clubs to consider providing a copy as a
prize for a variety of activities at their meetings until early in 2020.
Members are encouraged to submit Australian Garden Scenes and photos of plants,
etc., taken in Australia for the 2021 Calendar. Entry details are on the GCA website
or email: photocomp@gardenclubs.org.au The incentive is a total of $1,300 in prize
money for those images chosen for the main Month pages. Images chosen as
“fillers” in the date pages do not attract a monetary prize, but the photographers
have the pleasure of their image and name being published in the Calendar.
Members or magazine subscribers can submit as many digital images as they wish,
with no entry cost. The closing date is 15 February 2020.
Paul Lucas
Annual Calendar Coordinator

Director of Zones Report
Next year, GCA celebrates its 70th birthday due to the foresight of Margaret Davis,
our founder. Margaret has had many plants named after her over those memorable
years – my favourite being the Camellia japonica ‘Margaret Davis’. I visited a Zone
Day at Caboolture in July and was able to show off some of those beautiful flowers
as my two shrubs were in bloom. This certainly caused a lot of interest and queries
about how to grow, etc. from the 27 representative garden clubs – 150 attendees.

The interest in gardening has escalated over those years due to the formation of
like-minded societies in the gardening world. GCA is climbing towards 50,000
members due to our large band of volunteers promoting “Friendship through
Gardens”. We do not have a Head Office to the surprise of many – we just work
from our dining room tables and a spare bedroom or two.
Communication has improved due to the computer age coming upon us during the
last few years. The transition has proved somewhat difficult, but we are working our
way through the technicalities and soon hope to have all of our secretaries
computer literate in the future and referring queries, etc. to the website. Emails
have enabled our committees to achieve almost immediate contact and enable us
to solve any difficulties that we may encounter.
I find that sharing of newsletters is a great benefit to all clubs, sharing ideas, photos
and gardening methods. ‘Come and Share’ days really add interest to club activities
at very little cost (- sharing ideas, magazines, cuttings) and are a major benefit
12
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towards achieving new members.
Our Committee members travel long distances throughout Australia in order to
familiarise the GCA with the operation of clubs in our 58 Zones. If anyone is
interested in becoming a Zone Coordinator for the Zones that have a vacancy,
please contact me for information.
The Our Gardens magazine continues to be published by our band of volunteer
publishing gurus. Four issues per year for $15 is real value and creates pride when
members have their gardens featured.

Our insurance scheme covers members up to 100 years of age and is continually
changing to meet the requirements of Clubs. The Awards and Photos competitions
have continued to create interest in the doings of Clubs and Members. We thank
Zone Coordinators for promoting their activities to the Clubs as, without their input,
we would not have a successful operation.
The GCA continues to flourish as a large, enthusiastic and successful organisation
creating and supporting an interest in gardening thus furthering our knowledge in
this field and we are continually being told that gardening improves our health and
outlook on life from this beneficial and enjoyable pastime.
Many thanks to the Norfolk Island Garden Club for hosting the 2019 Convention this
October.
Glenys Bruun
Director of Zones

Education Report
For the past year, a major review of the Resources for Club Activities CD has been in
progress. The new pdf resource is now known as Ideas for Club Activities. The
content has been reviewed, updated and expanded. The document has suggested
ideas to stimulate/generate/revitalise club meetings and activities. Information
includes meeting topics, theme talks, variety of activities for members, ways to
promote your club, community activities and much more. A valuable resource for
all Club Committees.
The document is available to affiliates by application online then emailed to an
affiliate/club/society member nominated by the Committee of that affiliate/club/
society. Visit the GCA website (gardenclubs.org.au) for the application form of the
new edition.

Feedback from affiliates/clubs/societies who have used the Ideas for Club Activities
document is welcomed. Please email to: education@gardenclubs.org.au
Margaret Watts
Graduates II Garden Club Inc.
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Functions/Events Manager Report
Norfolk Island is the location for the GCA’s 2019 biennial convention with the theme
Gardening Norfolk Island-style: Convicts, Community and Coral. Planning and preparations are well underway and our hosts, the Norfolk Island Garden Club assisted
by the Norfolk Island Travel Centre, are eager to welcome us to the Island. Along
with GCA Treasurer David Lambert, I have visited Norfolk Island on two occasions
over the past two years to investigate suitable venues, view several gardens
suitable for convention visits and liaise with Norfolk Island representatives regarding the successful staging of the 2019 GCA Convention. I have every confidence that
they will deliver a great convention and will do Norfolk Island and the GCA proud.
Over the last few years, I have investigated the possibility of Tasmania hosting a
future GCA convention, possibly in 2021. The primary reason is that Tasmania is the
only state not to have hosted a GCA convention in our 50 years of holding
conventions. I visited clubs and met with various representatives on a trip in 2017
and again in March 2019. Unfortunately, the decision has been taken not to
proceed with a proposal at this time, but hopefully in the not too distant future we
will be down on the ‘Apple Isle’, sampling all the delights on offer.
Over the last year, the Committee has discussed restructuring the format of our
annual convention. We are all too aware of the difficulties faced in staging a
convention with cost increases in transport, accommodation, venue hire, etc., and
we are looking at all aspects such as length of convention, venues, content – AGM,
guest speakers, etc. These discussions are ongoing and a final decision will need be
made over the next 12 months.
Many local GCA Zone Friendship Days, picnics, gatherings were also held across the
country, organised by Zone Coordinators and/or individual clubs. Once again, I was
invited to many of these and find that they are a great way for affiliates to come
together under the umbrella of ‘Friendship Through Gardens’ and to socialise,
exchange ideas and discuss matters of concern. I would encourage clubs and Zone
Coordinators to consider hosting such events, as the benefits to individual clubs and
members are enormous. Don’t hesitate to contact the GCA for assistance in
organising such events.
George Hoad
President of The Garden Clubs of Australia
Member of Killabakh Garden Club

Governance Sub-Committee Report
The Governance Sub-Committee was formed this year to ensure that your
Committee and its members are at all times operating within the constitution and
the law. We have addressed a number of issues and there will be amendments to
14
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the constitution proposed at a Special General Meeting later this year. The major
issue affecting the membership is the idea that some do not want their club's
contact details shown publicly. While no personal details will be shown, we will in
the future display a contact telephone number so that members of the public can
contact your club.
Any member can bring a matter to the attention of the Governance Sub-Committee
and be assured that the details will be kept confidential, even from the Committee.
Where an issue requires a change to the way we operate, either to comply with our
constitution or the law, the members can be assured that we will act.

Greg Ruckert
Chair, Governance Sub-Committee

Insurance Officer’s Report
Certificates were issued by postal service this year. Seven certificates have been
returned to senders and a further fifteen clubs have complained about not receiving
their certificates. All lost certificates have been replaced by email at no charge so far
but, in the future, requests for replacement will be charged $25.00. Eight special
event certificates have been issued so far this calendar year. A small charge is now
being levied on the cost for these certificates to cover handling costs.

Most enquiries for insurance are now being directed through the address
insurance@gardenclubs.org.au which is making my operations much smoother.
Before contacting me, I would encourage all clubs to check with the Insurance
section of the website first if they have questions or require forms as nearly all
answers are there in detail:
https://gardenclubs.org.au/forms-information-for-affiliated-clubs/
Trident has held their prices with no increase this year and continues to give
excellent support through their officer, Belinda Caunt. We sought a competitive
quote on insurance this year and are confident that we offer the best possible cover
for the best value.

Directors’ and Officers’ Insurance is offered directly to clubs via Trident. We redirect
clubs to either Trident or another insurance broker of their choice to arrange this
cover.
There have been three incidents reported but no insurance claims have resulted
from these incidents during the year.

David Gemmell
Insurance Officer
Pacific Palms Garden Club Inc.
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Judges’ Registrar Report
We have 31 judges listed on the 2019/20 Judges’ Register. A number of these are
kept busy with their judging activities for the GCA. Many thanks to those very senior
judges who have retired from judging after many years of service for the GCA.
Once again, we are continuing our judging work for InvoCare. We provide two
judges, one from Queensland and one from NSW to carry out the judging of the
Memorial Parks and Crematoria Gardens both in NSW and in Queensland. This is
now a five-day activity and is both challenging and very demanding physically and
mentally for our two very experienced judges. They judge in June and then again in
December. In addition, these judges have been following that up with more judging
days in New Zealand for the InvoCare company. Whilst being involved in all of this,
they are wonderful ambassadors spreading the word of the GCA and continuing to
promote our motto: Friendship through Gardens. Thank you and very well done to
these hard working judges.
We continue to have requests for information about judging and the various
aspects of judging including definitions, duties of judges or stewards, training and
qualifications and how to engage a judge for an event as well as requesting a judge
or judges for a specific event or show. This information will hopefully assist Judges
and Zone Coordinators to pass on relevant details to clubs or individuals in their
Zone.
We are seeing more events where two judges are being requested to provide cover
to judge rather large competitions and/or shows. These types of events can be quite
onerous and demanding. Many thanks to those judges who take on the judging of
these large events.

I have been contacted by the Royal Agricultural Society of NSW for the GCA to be
involved in the judging of their Spring Garden Competition which is open to
suburban gardens across Sydney in September 2019. They would use three of our
judges to judge the final selection of front gardens from across the designated area
of Sydney. This is an exciting prospect for the promotion of the GCA and our judges
in being involved with another very large organisation and their tradition of fostering excellence in horticulture.
Copies of our booklets A Guide for Judges of Garden Competitions and Guidelines
for Stewards are available from me for Zone Coordinators and judges if required.
Most of our judges find these a valuable resource.

Information regarding judging events should continue to be made available to me,
either by email, phone/fax or in writing before the event. This ensures that the
Judges’ Registrar is kept informed of ALL judging activities being conducted on
behalf of the GCA. All the information received, including requests for information,
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is presented at our GCA meetings through my report.
Happy judging.
Robyn Simpson
Member of Goulburn Argyle Garden Club

Magazine Committee Report
Our Gardens magazine continues to be a high-quality publication that records and
shares the interests and achievements of gardeners around Australia. It is one of
the GCA’s most important means of communication between clubs, individual
members and the gardening public.
The magazine is the result of cooperation and hard work by a large number of
people, including:
•
Contributors from around Australia who send in articles, photographs and
items of interest for the body of the magazine and for Club News.
•
Long-term, consistent contributors, especially Peta Trahar and Hazel King
who write regularly for every issue.
•
The Advertising Officers, Judith Williamson and Kim Peterson. After close to
ten years, Judith retired from this position at the end of 2018 and her place
has been taken by Kim Peterson. Judith has been very helpful in guiding Kim
who has embarked on the role with enthusiasm and commitment. We are
grateful to Judith for the many years she dedicated to the position. Without
advertisers, the magazine would cease to exist.
•
Rob Horton, Subscriptions Officer, who has been dedicated in following up
renewals, designing effective forms and encouraging new subscribers.
•
Virginia Fischer, our proofreader, is meticulous in picking up errors and
making sure that Our Gardens maintains a professional degree of accuracy
(indeed, more accurate than many of our daily newspapers!).
•
Carolyn Dawes, Production Coordinator, liaises with the mailing house to
ensure that the magazines are delivered as required, mostly in good
condition. In the last year, Carolyn has also taken on the vital role of Club
News Editor. For many readers, this is the most important part of the
magazine.
•
Paul Lucas, Photo Competition Coordinator, who supplies beautiful photos
for each issue. Thanks to the many talented photographers, too.
•
Judy Horton, Editor, pulls the magazine together and works closely with our
long-standing designer Dan Bowen from ProArt. Judy sources many articles
and is keen to have as many parts of Australia as possible represented in
each issue.
•
David Lambert, retiring GCA Treasurer, has provided financial advice and
paid the bills in a timely manner. We thank him for his many years of support
and advice.
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On behalf of the magazine team, we thank all the GCA clubs and members who
subscribe to and support the magazine. Because of the volunteers who work so
hard in its production, it remains one of the best value gardening magazines
available. This is especially important when one considers that so many commercial
magazines have ceased publication. Please keep promoting Our Gardens whenever
you can.
Judy Horton
Our Gardens Editor

Membership Secretary Report
It is a pleasure to report that the GCA has 718 affiliates, a slight increase and the
resignation rate has halved since the 30 June 2018. The growth continues to be
widespread – full details listed below.
Membership role involves care and updating of database records, responding to
enquiries, phone, mail, email and, on request, forwarding affiliation information as
to requirements and process. Since 30 June 2018, 41 packs have been provided.
The follow-up, attention to the necessary paperwork and working closely with a
diverse group of individuals, fortunately with a common focus, is our reward.
I urge all affiliates to give close attention to the importance of notifying change of
details, referring to the GCA Annual Schedule, contacting your Zone Coordinator
and Our Gardens magazine. All challenges meeting the needs of our affiliates
throughout the year rely on close communication and it is important to remember
that certain areas of GCA (insurance, treasury, magazine) all rely on our database
records. I thank David Lambert, David Gemmell and Rob Horton for their constant
support and huge effort.
National Gardening Week is now firmly placed on the calendar. Do use this as a
further opportunity to celebrate gardening, inspiring the community and especially
taking the chance to encourage gardening for all ages. Schools in the local
community are a special way of reaching out to our community and touching the
hearts of our “little gardeners”.
Our large gardening family is in the hands of a very dedicated Committee and I look
forward to a year striving to assist our affiliates, encouraging friendship and interest
in all we provide for the ongoing growth of GCA.
Deirdre McLoughlin
Member of Goulburn Garden Club
Vice President
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NEW AFFILIATES

RESIGNATIONS

WA: Nil

WA: Nil

VIC:
Friends of Geelong Botanic Gardens
Ivanhoe Garden Club

VIC:
Geelong Pelargonium Club Inc.
Yarrawonga District Garden Club
Wangaratta Garden Club
TAS:
Nil

TAS:
Taroona Neighbourhood Garden
Tasmanian Bonsai Society
QLD:
Tamborine Mountain Garden Club Inc.
SA:
Murray Bridge Social Garden Group Inc.
Greenacres Community Garden Inc.
ACT:
Nil
NSW:
Permaculture Northern Beaches
Wollondilly Resilience Network Inc.
Gosford District Garden Competition
Iluka Community Garden Group Inc.
Friends Ivanhoe Park Botanic Garden
Dungog Garden Ramblers Inc.
NT: Nil

QLD:
Combined Garden Clubs
SA:
Nil
ACT:
Permaculture Exchange
NSW:
Coledale Communal Garden Group

NT: Nil

Photography Competition Report
The Competition continues to be enthusiastically supported by many members and
magazine subscribers. As usual, the range of images submitted was varied and
excellent quality as indicated by the enthusiasm that entrants have for taking
garden-related photographs around the world.
Photos of a random selection of the images submitted were included in the GCA Our
Gardens magazine throughout the year.
Members and magazine subscribers are encouraged to consider entering in 2019 as
the total prize pool (valued at around $1,400) is one of the largest for any Australian
Photographic Competition organised by a non-profit organisation, where there is no
entry fee. The prizes are from GCA and our wonderful sponsors: Seasol
International, Neutrog Australia, Yates, Richgro and Organic Crop Protectants.
The entry form is on the GCA website or can be obtained by emailing:
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photocomp@gardenclubs.org.au
Remember that your children and grandchildren can enter the Junior Section. All
entries close on 1 October 2019.

The 2019 Competition winners will be announced in the Autumn, issue 84, of Our
Gardens magazine. A further random range of the 2019 images will be shown in
each issue of the Our Gardens during 2020.
Paul Lucas
Annual Photography Competition Coordinator

Planning Committee Report
A Planning Committee was established by the GCA Committee at its February 2019
meeting with a brief to develop a Strategy Plan for the GCA, a Marketing Plan and to
strengthen the position of the GCA nationally while improving the relationship and
communications with our affiliates.
The Planning Committee has:
•
undertaken a survey of affiliates to gather relevant information on membership, experience, activities and finances. A copy of that report will be
circulated to affiliates later in the year.
•
produced a draft Strategic Plan for the consideration of the GCA Committee
in August 2019.
•
developed two proposals to improve the communications between the GCA
and affiliates to be implemented during the second half of the 2019 calendar
year.
•
negotiated an agreement with the National Garden Clubs (USA) to produce
an Australian version of the Ecology Warriors Workbook and to arrange its
distribution to all Australian schools. This initiative is a GCA contribution to
National Gardening Week for 2019.
Much needs to be done in the coming financial year to strengthen the relationships
between affiliates and the GCA and to increase the value of membership of
individual clubs across Australia.
John Kitt
Member of Lenah Valley Garden Club

Remembrance Driveway Report
The living memorial along the 300km highway between Sydney and Canberra was
established when the Queen planted trees at each end of the Driveway in 1954. The
Driveway commemorates the Australians who served in World War II and now also
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remembers all those who served in the Australian Defence Forces in subsequent
conflicts and peacekeeping operations.
The Remembrance Driveway was the first project of the GCA and was conceived by
Mrs Margaret Davis MBE OAM, the Founding President. Mrs Davis indicated the
intent of the project by saying “the driveway would not be merely an unbroken line
of trees, but would be specially designed with avenues, groves and small parks to
enhance the existing beauties of the landscape along the Hume Highway”.
The Remembrance Driveway Committee (RDC) of volunteers works closely with
NSW Roads and Maritime Services (RMS) who maintain the Memorial along the
current Hume Highway in NSW and with Transport Canberra City Services (TCCS) on
the Federal Highway in ACT. There are 23 rest stops dedicated to Victoria Cross
recipients to remind the public of the purpose of the Driveway. The rest stops
provide opportunities for drivers to refresh and therefore contribute to safety on
the highway. The current President of the RDC is Air Commodore Ian Scott and
there is representation from the RSL, War Widows Guild, GCA, RMS and several
individuals with specialised skills.
Two former GCA committee gardeners, Judy Keast and I, are active participants.
Judy supervises maintenance work on the by-passed Berrima section of the
Driveway. The committee continues to seek a permanent solution for the upkeep of
the Berrima groves and their plaques. Following consultations with the local
community, it is expected that competent local groups will eventually take
responsibility for the groves.
The identified site to be dedicated for the Keith Payne VC rest stop awaits the
completion of a major reconstruction of an existing service station.

A design competition held this year resulted in an appropriate plan for Valour Park
in the ACT to honour the four VC recipients from the Afghanistan conflict.
The 65th anniversary of RDC was celebrated at a reception at Government House to
launch a fundraiser.
RDC’s legal right to raise funds will be improved when a new company
Remembrance Driveway Council – a company limited by guarantee – is registered.
The legal paperwork has been completed.
An article on the Driveway was published in the Spring 2019 issue of the GCA
magazine, Our Gardens.
Ken Bradley
RDC Hon. Secretary and GCA representative
Member of Kulnura & District Garden Club
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Social Media Report
The Garden Clubs of Australia social media presence comprises Facebook and
Instagram.

While we have seen growth in both areas, I believe that activity in these areas is the
best way to attract new members to our affiliates. Our affiliates have over 45,000
members but very few use our presence. Although I request that members send me
a link to share on our site, I get very few. Many affiliates have their own Facebook
and website pages and the GCA could promote you, but we need to know that you
exist. Help us to promote you.
Greg Ruckert
socmedia@gardenclubs.org.au

Webmaster’s Report
Early in the financial year, work had begun on developing a new website for the GCA
and it took until almost November 2018 for significant progress to able to be
released to the GCA Committee. Despite various small but irritating difficulties, we
were able to begin the new calendar year with a new website – incomplete in many
respects, but operational.
It would be less than accurate to suggest that the new website has not had
continuing difficulties. The Locate-A-Club facility has been less than perfect and
considerable work was undertaken by our Membership Secretary to ensure the
detail at the time was accurate. A continuing difficulty with this feature is the
irregularity across the nation when clubs change their officers, contact details and
meeting times. The GCA understands that if this feature is to be useful to clubs and
members of the public, we need an efficient mechanism for the continuous
updating of this information.
It has become apparent that there are some serious “user-deficiencies” in the
website. It is not friendly to users accessing our information on mobile phones and
tablets. With recent research indicating that more than 85% of Australians are using
mobile phones for internet access, we need to be able to respond to this.
There can be no doubt that visually the new website is a considerable improvement
on our previous version and the images used promote and reinforce Our Gardens as
the flagship of our print publications.
Thanks must go to our organiser of Photo Competitions and the Calendar who
provides wonderful images from these activities for the website celebrating great
gardening photography.
John Kitt
Member of Lenah Valley Garden Club
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