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Our Motto 

‘Friendship Through Gardens’ 

 

     Affiliate members of the Garden Clubs of Australia Inc. are 
     extending the culture of gardening into the wider community  
     throughout Australia by: 
 
 actively promoting, contributing and participating in community

-based horticultural activities 
 
 contributing to and participating in activities assisting Botanic 

Gardens and other similar institutions 
 
 assisting in extending the knowledge of the skills of horticulture 

to the benefit of the whole community 
 
 assisting community charities both by gift and personal effort 
 
 assisting in the education of kindred organisations in matters 

relevant to horticulture and gardening and educating the public 
in the protection and conservation of our natural resources 

 
 promoting and encouraging areas of floral art 
 
 learning new aspects of gardening while enjoying the friendship 

of fellow gardeners. 
 
 

ABN 74 058 867 744 
www.gardenclubs.org.au 

 
Founder President: Mrs Margaret Davis, MBE OAM 
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Report from the President 
 

The Garden Clubs of Australia Inc. (GCA) Committee herein 
presents its various reports for its 68th year to record GCA’s 
activities and the progress made in the past twelve months to 
30 June 2018. 
 

The past twelve months have been a particularly busy and exciting 
period, for me and the Committee, with many new faces onboard and 
new projects undertaken. After a very successful recruitment drive prior to last 
year’s AGM, we elected a full committee of twenty members, perhaps for the first 
time in GCA history. Many of the new members are in assistant roles, gaining  
experience and ‘learning the ropes’, as we are aware that a number of long serving 
committee members will be retiring – one last year, three this year and several fore-
shadowed for next.  
 

Committee members represent a cross section of individuals drawn from a diverse 
range of gardening and horticultural interests, residing in both regional and metro-
politan settings. Currently, we have representation from all Australian states and 
the ACT. All committee positions are voluntary and are elected at our AGM each 
year from nominations received from our affiliates.  
 

The Committee meets six times each year, with numerous phone calls, emails and 
sub-committee meetings in between. Apart from our usual agenda items, special 
tasks undertaken this year include further work on implementing the upgrade of 
our website, reviewing GCA publications and marketing, succession planning for the 
committee and briefing our new members.  
 

GCA committee members were invited to attend a number of affiliate events 
throughout the year including anniversary celebrations, open gardens, friendship 
and zone days. Over the past year, I have had the great pleasure of attending events 
held in all states – Queensland, Victoria, Tasmania, South Australia, Western  
Australia – and numerous events across New South Wales. I would very much like to 
extend my thanks for the hospitality and friendship shown on these visits by the 
club committees, the members and the local communities. Visiting affiliate clubs 
gives me and fellow Committee members a wonderful opportunity to enjoy a chat 
over a cuppa, discuss local issues and listen to any concerns that affiliate clubs and 
members may have. 
 

Membership of the GCA continues to rise steadily with the number of affiliates at 
around 715, representing approximately 48 000 individual members. The number of 
community gardens seeking affiliation continues to grow, along with traditional  
gardening clubs, horticultural societies and species clubs. One of the issues facing 
many of the clubs, especially some of our older clubs, is the difficulty in finding 
members willing to stand for executive positions such as president, secretary, etc. 
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The GCA has assisted with advice where possible and a number of zone coord-
inators have been very helpful in remedying this situation. On a brighter note, I’m 
heartened to see on my travels the number of younger gardeners joining clubs 
which also includes the ‘young’, newly-retired generation. 
 

The GCA continues to offer our affiliates a wide range of benefits and services. Apart 
from our comprehensive and competitively priced insurance package, the GCA also 
offers a National Register of Judges and judges’ courses, annual awards, quality 
products for purchase, our annual glossy calendar and popular photographic  
competition. GCA’s quarterly magazine, Our Gardens, continues to be well received 
by our affiliates and subscribers. Editor, Judy Horton, and the magazine’s dedicated 
production team are to be commended on maintaining a high standard, consistently 
producing a quality publication. 
 

The upgrade and redesign of the GCA website continues to progress, albeit at a 
much slower pace than first envisaged. Hopefully, it will come online by the end of 
2018. In this new ‘tech savvy’ world in which we operate, getting the ‘correct look’ 
and ‘ease of access’ is as important as a website’s content. The new website, just 
like the old, will contain all the essential information, contacts and forms our  
affiliates require – plus a whole lot more! Check it out! And speaking of ‘tech savvy’, 
a few years back the GCA moved into the social media world, creating a Facebook 
page which is growing from strength to strength and proving to be a great way of 
getting our message out – instantly! This old dog can learn new tricks! 
 

GCA’s 2017 biennial convention, held in the Shoalhaven region (NSW) and hosted 
by the Ulladulla and District Garden Club, was a great success with approximately 
300 members attending. The five-day programme included everything from pretty 
town gardens to the impressive Willinga Park; a host of guest speakers; a  
Melbourne Cup luncheon and a Roaring ‘20s dinner dance. Congratulations to the 
organising committee and all concerned. Norfolk Island was announced as the  
location for the GCA’s 2019 convention and the destination seems to be a popular 
choice amongst affiliates, as early indications point toward a sell-out! Planning and 
preparations are well underway, with regular communication between the GCA and 
our hosts, the Norfolk Island Garden Club, assisted by the Norfolk Island Travel  
Centre.  
 

In 2018, we commemorate the centenary of the armistice that ended the First 
World War. Leading up to Remembrance Day, November 11, commemoration  
services and events will be held around the country. I have been invited to  
participate in three local events and will do so proudly. I note on my travels that 
many of our garden club members have been knitting and sewing red poppies for 
wearing or display at such events, starting with the Centenary of Anzac  
commemorations several years ago. Following World War II, our founding  
president, Margaret Davis, championed the establishment of the Remembrance 
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Driveway, a living memorial to those Australians who had served. Past president, 
Ken Bradley, is the GCA’s representative on the Remembrance Driveway  
Committee, which continues to develop the Driveway to its full potential. 
 

Last year, on behalf of the GCA, I launched a new and exciting addition to the  
Australian gardening calendar at the Melbourne International Flower & Garden 
Show – Australia’s inaugural National Gardening Week, 8–14 October 2017. I was 
thrilled by the response to this initiative by GCA affiliates from right across  
Australia. Many clubs embraced the idea and celebrated the week with a range of 
activities from high teas, garden parties, tree plantings, open garden weekends, 
flower shows, etc. One club asked members to ‘Bring a Friend’ along to the October 
monthly meeting and picked up 10 new members! National Gardening Week offers 
a wonderful opportunity to celebrate the passion we all share – the simple joys of 
gardening! It also helps promote the associated environmental, social and health 
benefits that gardening brings. Thank you for your support in 2017, I hope you are 
planning an activity in 2018 and for many years to come. 
 

I would very much like to thank all the members of the Management Committee 
and Magazine Committee for the outstanding service they have given the GCA over 
the past year. I would particularly like to thank retiring Committee members Carolyn 
Dawes, Susan Flux and Judith Williamson for their dedicated service to the GCA over 
many years. 
 

Happy gardening to one and all. 
 

George Hoad 
President of The Garden Clubs of Australia 
Member of Killabakh Garden Club 
 

Secretary’s Report 
 

In this, my final report for the GCA’s Annual Report (2018), I want to thank each and 
every one of the Committee members I have had the privilege of serving with over 
the last eight years – and I particularly note ‘serving with’ as it is a service that we as 
volunteers are very proud and happy to provide to the GCA’s affiliate clubs and their 
gardening members. 
 

I have thoroughly enjoyed all the activities undertaken while a member of the GCA’s 
Committee and the many opportunities to meet with gardeners from all around 
Australia. 
 

I particularly thank the previous President, Ken Bradley, and our current President, 
George Hoad, for their support in maintaining friendly and consistent order during 
our Committee meetings, therefore allowing a proper recording of the many  
important decisions made at the GCA Committee meetings.  
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I also thank Glenys Bruun, my fellow Queensland travelling buddy over the last eight 
years, for her innate knowledge of the history and values of the GCA and her  
continued good humour during a number of cancelled flights. 
 

We have had a number of diverse personalities on the Committee and, while  
individuals may look at matters from very different perspectives, the continuing 
sense that every Committee member had the best interests of our affiliate clubs in 
their hearts was the feeling I will take with me and remember.  
 

Be kind to the GCA’s new Secretary, Monika Ross. 
 

Best wishes. 
 

Susan Flux 
Secretary 
 

Honorary Treasurer’s Report 
 

1. The financial records of the GCA for the 2017/18 year have been audited by 
WLM Financial Services Pty Ltd and they have produced a financial report for 
that period. In the Auditor’s opinion, the financial report presents a true and fair 
view of the financial position of The Garden Clubs of Australia Incorporated as at 
30 June 2018, and the results of its operations and its cash flow for the year end-
ed in accordance with accounting policies. Following this report is the Income 
and Expenditure Statement and Statement of Financial Position for the financial 
year to 30 June 2018. 

2. Income totalled $226,708 which was over that for 2016/17 by $7,181. The main 
reasons for the increase were additional Magazine advertising revenue and the 
interest on our term deposit increased by $5,657 due to maturity dates.                        

3. Major increases in expenditure were expenses in connection with travel, legal 
fees and meeting expenses. The committee membership has increased from 13 
to 20. Members now travel from all states to GCA Committee meetings. Thus 
costs for travel, accommodation and meetings have increased. The legal costs 
relate to the advice on the changing of the Constitution. Other expenses were 
mainly compatible with the previous year. 

4. The Income Tax Expense was higher than in previous years. It was being  
assessed at $8580 for the period being based on income from sources such as 
interest on bank deposits, magazine advertising and non-member magazine  
subscriptions. This portion of our income, less associated costs, is taxable. 

5. The Loss before tax was $6,454. Last year profit was $12,511. A difference of 
$18,965 over the 2016/17 period. One reason for this is that in years where a  
bi-annual Convention is held, expenses are higher than in alternate years.  

6. The Magazine Committee continues to keep production and distribution costs of 
Our Gardens to a minimum. However, in the year under review, there were  
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minor increases in postage, distribution and associated costs. These were  
covered by the increased income from advertising.  

7. Where possible, information distributed to Affiliates is being sent by email to 
save postage and printing costs.  

8. Activities relating to 2017 National Gardening Week were carried out with no 
significant variation in costs incurred the previous year.  

9. In the coming year, additional expenses will be incurred with the creation of a 
new website. The Committee felt that this area needed being brought up-to-
date. 

10.  One request I again make is for Affiliates who change bank account details, to 
advise me on Form 4 (copy available on the GCA website – 
www.gardenclubs.org.au). This will save Affiliates costs in our direct debit fees. 
Affiliates are charged when direct debits are rejected by the bank. 

 

David Lambert 
Honorary Treasurer 
Member of St Matthews Peakhurst Garden Club  
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Awards and Education Committee Report 
 

Awards  
2017 Awards were made in all seven categories and presented to the winners at the 
GCA Convention AGM in Ulladulla NSW. Winners’ details were published in Our  
Gardens Summer 2017/18 and on the website. Judges reviewed the nomination and 
guideline forms and affiliates should consider nominating a member or their club 
for a national award. The criteria for each award along with details are listed on the 
website: www.gardenclubs.org.au 
 

For 2017/18, the Awards and Education Committee (of Margaret Watts, Robyn 
Simpson and Judith Williamson) organised the collation of the national award  
entries, the judging and the presentation of the annual National Awards.  
The awards presented by the President of GCA in 2017: 

• President of GCA Award for outstanding contribution by an individual to 
gardening and/or horticulture:     
Pauline Cairnduff - First Canberra Garden Club Inc. ACT 

• Margaret Davis Award for outstanding contribution by an individual to The 
Garden Clubs of Australia:  
Mary Willis – Goulburn Garden Club Inc. NSW 

• Eleanor McLeod Award for outstanding service by an affiliated Club to the 
Community:  
Boonah District Garden Club Inc. QLD 

• Doris Killian Award for outstanding service by an individual to the  
Community:  
Doreen Goddard - Tamworth & District Garden Club Inc. NSW  

• Gwendy Hansford Award for outstanding service by a member of an  
affiliated Club to the environment:     
Lyn Clark – Berry & District Garden Club Inc. NSW  

• Joan O’Brien Award for achieving excellence in floral art by an individual: 
Marilyn Carle – Braidwood Garden Club Inc. NSW  

• Young Gardner of the Year Award for outstanding contribution to  
gardening/horticulture – age limit 30 years as at 30 June:  
Beth Roberts –The City of Fairfield Garden Club Inc. NSW 

 

Ann Williams Clark Medallion 
Since inception in 2011, 129 Medallions have been awarded to members of  
affiliates. In the past financial year, 25 medallions were awarded. The nomination 
form is available on the GCA website: www.gardenclubs.org.au.  
Applications can be made at any time during the year – only one nomination per 
club per calendar year is permitted.  
This medallion is available to affiliates to present to one of their own members for 
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their contribution to the club or society. The concept of awarding this medallion is 
beginning to be a part of many affiliates’ yearly presentations particularly if a life 
membership award is not part of a club’s/affiliate’s constitution.   
 

Education Report 
For the past year, a major review of the Resources for Club Activities CD has been in 
progress. The new resource will be known as Ideas for Club Activities. The content 
has been reviewed, updated and expanded. The document has suggested ideas to 
stimulate/generate/revitalise club meetings. Information includes: meeting topics, 
theme talks, variety of activities for members, ways to promote your club,  
community activities and much more; a valuable resource for all club committees. 
 

The document will be available to affiliates by application online then emailed to a 
club/society member nominated by the Committee of that club/society. See the 
website for the availability of the new edition. 
 

Margaret Watts 
Graduates II Garden Club Inc.  

 
Calendar Photographic Competition Report 

 

The lovely 2018 Beautiful Gardens of Australia Calendar was enthusiastically  
supported by many members purchasing copies as it returned to its previous large 
size format with important event dates included. 
 

The continued wide range of members who entered and the variety of scenes and 
flowers they imaginatively photographed all over Australia meant it was again hard 
to choose the images eventually selected as the winners. 
 

It is an ideal gift for giving to relatives and friends both throughout Australia and 
particularly overseas. Also, Clubs could consider purchasing copies to provide as a 
prize for a variety of activities at their meetings until early in the next year. 
 

Bartel Calendars will generously continue to support the production of the 2020 
GCA Calendar. 
 

Members are encouraged to submit Australian Garden Scenes and photos of plants 
etc. taken in Australia for the 2020 Calendar. Entry details are on the GCA website 
or email photocomp@gardenclubs.org.au 
 

There is a total of $1,300 in prize money for those images chosen for the main 
Month pages. Images chosen as ‘fillers’ in the date pages do not attract a monetary 
prize, but the photographers have the pleasure of having their image published in 
the Calendar. 
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Members, or magazine subscribers, can submit as many digital images as they wish, 
with no entry cost. The closing date is 15 February 2019. 
 

Paul Lucas 
Annual Calendar Coordinator, with Greg Ruckert. 
 

Director of Zones Report 
 

68 years ago, Margaret Davis had an idea which eventually resulted in the  
formation of The Garden Clubs of Australia Inc. which now comprises 58 Zones 
made up from 710 affiliated clubs throughout Australia. These Zones are serviced by 
Zone Coordinators. At present, we have nine vacancies for Zone Coordinators: 
Country Western Districts Vic, Central & Central South Qld, Geelong/Belarine  
Peninsula, Central West NSW, Granite Belt Qld, Hume Border Vic & NSW, Hume 
Ovens Vic, Adelaide & Northern Districts, Snowy Mtns. NSW and South West NSW. 
Nominations are invited from these Zones for a Zone Coordinator to be appointed. 
 

Communication with Clubs is greatly improved by the use of email, Facebook and 
the web. The production of Newsletters can also be shared between Zones.  
Activities have been many and varied between Zones and prove that “Friendship 
through Gardening” is well and truly happening. 
 

Our Committee members travel long distances throughout Australia in order to  
familiarise The Garden Clubs of Australia Inc. with the operation of clubs and to be 
of assistance to them with advice when it is required. Our Insurance scheme always 
requires much explaining and seems to be continually changing to meet the require-
ments of Clubs. The most important news this year has been that we have a cover 
for folk up to 100 years of age. The Awards competition has had winners in the 
‘Young Gardener of the Year’ category in recent years – one from Queensland and 
one from NSW. The photographic competition has created much interest and has 
resulted in a record number of images being submitted for judging. These events 
are only successful if Zone Coordinators take an interest and advertise within the 
clubs. Thanks to those who generate such enthusiasm. Our ‘Come and Share’ days 
are still as popular as ever and I can recommend clubs having these days a few 
times throughout the year. A good idea to introduce friends to our Clubs. 
 

Anniversaries have been many and varied with many clubs celebrating great mile-
stones. President George set up National Gardening Week in 2017 and clubs are 
holding events during this year from the 7–13 October.  
 

The Garden Clubs of Australia Inc. continues to flourish as a large and successful 
organisation creating and supporting an interest in gardening thus furthering our 
knowledge in this field and we are continually being told that gardening improves 
our health and outlook on life from this beneficial and enjoyable pastime. 
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Glenys Bruun 
Director of Zones for Australia  
Member of the Nambour Garden Club, Caboolture Garden Club and Perennial  
Poppies Group. 
 

Functions/Events Manager Report 
 

GCA’s 2017 biennial convention, held in the Shoalhaven region (NSW) and hosted 
by the Ulladulla and District Garden Club, was a great success with approximately 
300 members attending. The five-day programme included everything from pretty 
town gardens to the impressive Willinga Park; a host of guest speakers; a  
Melbourne Cup luncheon and a Roaring ‘20s dinner dance. A special feature of the 
2017 convention, championed by coordinator Val Tranter, was the inclusion of a 
Students’ Program, involving TAFE students studying horticulture. Congratulations 
to Val Tranter, the organising committee, the host club and to all those concerned 
with staging such a successful convention. 
 

Norfolk Island was announced as the location for the GCA’s 2019 convention and 
the destination seems to be a popular choice amongst affiliates, as early indications 
point toward a sell-out! Planning and preparations are well underway, with regular 
communication between the GCA and our hosts, the Norfolk Island Garden Club, 
assisted by the Norfolk Island Travel Centre. I will return to Norfolk Island in  
October with Treasurer, David Lambert, to investigate suitable venues, view private 
gardens for potential visits and generally finalise costings to allow the release of the 
Registration Form and Convention Cost – hopefully by early November. 
 

On my travels around the country, I have had preliminary discussions regarding the 
destination of our 2021 convention. Once finalised, this will be announced at the 
2019 convention. 
 

A number of local GCA Zone Friendship Days were also held across the country,  
organised by Zone Coordinators and/or individual clubs. I was invited to many of 
these and find they are a great way for affiliates to come together under the  
umbrella of ‘Friendship Through Gardens’ and to socialise, exchange ideas and  
discuss matters of concern. I would encourage clubs and Zone Coordinators to  
consider hosting such events, as the benefits to individual clubs and members are 
enormous. Don’t hesitate to contact the GCA for assistance in organising such 
events. 
 

George Hoad 
President of The Garden Clubs of Australia 
Member of Killabakh Garden Club 
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Insurance Officer’s Report 2018 
 

Following a problem last year with the issue of Insurance Certificates by email, the 
Certificates were issued by postal service this year. Five certificates have been  
returned to sender and a further ten clubs have complained about not receiving 
their certificates. All lost certificates have been replaced by email at no charge so far 
but in the future, requests for replacement will be charged $25.00. 
 

Six special event certificates have been issued so far this calendar year. 
 

There have been some communication problems with insurance enquiries being 
directed to the Membership Secretary who has had to redirect them to the  
Insurance Officer instead of enquiries being sent directly to the Insurance Officer. 
This matter has now been rectified. 

 

Trident has held their prices with very small increase this year and continues to give 
excellent support through their officer, Belinda Caunt. We will, however, seek a 
competitive quote on insurance to make sure that we offer the best possible cover 
for the best value. 
 

Requests for Directors’ and Officers’ Insurance have been declined by the  
Committee owing to the need to tailor cover to each club. It has been recommend-
ed to each enquiry that the club should contact Trident or another insurance broker 
of their choice and arrange their own cover. 
 

There have been no insurance claims made during the year.  
 

David Gemmell 
Pacific Palms Garden Club Inc. 
 

 Judges’ Registrar Report 
 

There are 38 judges listed on the 2017/18 Judges’ Register. Many of these are kept 
very busy with their judging duties for the GCA. 
 

We are continuing our judging work for InvoCare. We provide two judges, one each 
from Queensland and NSW, to carry out the judging of the Memorial Parks and 
Crematoria Gardens in both NSW and Qld. This is a five-day activity and is both  
challenging and very demanding of our two very experienced judges. They judge in 
June and then again in December. Whilst carrying out their judging, they are also 
spreading the word of the GCA and continuing to promote our motto: Friendship 
through Gardens. Once again thank you and well done to these hardworking judges. 
 

We continue to have requests for information about judging and aspects of judging 
including definitions, training of judges and current lists and also how to engage a 
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judge for their event. This information hopefully assists judges and Zone coord-
inators to pass on relevant details to clubs or individuals in their Zone. 
 

We are seeing more events where two judges are being requested to provide cover 
to judge some rather large competitions and/or shows. These can be quite onerous 
and demanding of our judges. Well done to those judges who choose to work on 
these events. 
 

I still have copies of the booklets A Guide for Judges of Garden Competitions and 
Guidelines for Stewards available to judges or Zone Coordinators if required. Most 
judges have found them to be a valuable resource. 
 

Information regarding judging events should continue to be made available to me 
either by email, phone/fax or in writing before the event. This ensures that the 
Judges’ Registrar is kept informed of all judging activities being conducted on behalf 
of the GCA. All the information received, including requests for information, is  
presented at our GCA meeting through my report. 
 

Shortly, judges will receive their paperwork to reregister for the 2019/20 period. 
This will now include information allowing those who wish to be able to use direct 
debit to pay their registration. BUT PLEASE everyone still continue to send the form 
back to me. Your new bars will be then sent out to you all. 
 

Information regarding judges and judging can be found at www.gardenclubs.org.au 
and further inquiries can be directed to: judges@gardenclubs.org.au 
 

Happy judging. 
 

Robyn Simpson 
Member of Goulburn Argyle Garden Club 
 

Magazine Committee Report 
 

The Our Gardens magazine, according to feedback received, continues to be a high-
quality publication that is reasonably priced and contains information of relevance 
and interest to gardeners. Through its pages we can be kept informed of happen-
ings in other clubs, places and gardens to visit and each issue provides seasonal tips 
for our readers. 
 

Many of the articles are sourced by the Editor, Judy Horton, who is also the  
magazine horticultural consultant, but it is also pleasing to report that over the last 
twelve months more club members are sending in articles and there has been an 
overwhelming response to items of club news. 
 

The Advertising Officer, Judith Williamson, has worked hard to ensure all the  
advertising space is filled. Advertising revenue has kept the magazine financially 
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sound and has again contributed to the overall GCA finances for the year. 
 

An advertising survey was conducted at the Ulladulla Convention and the magazine 
team is working to address some of the outcomes from the survey. 
 

Virginia Fischer is the magazine proofreader and her ‘eagle eye’ has enabled the 
final version of the magazine to be sent to the printer in a timely manner. 
 

After a long association with the magazine, John Sowden has stood down from the 
position of Subscriptions Officer. John held this position for over ten years and was 
also GCA Treasurer during some of those years. We thank John for his work, his  
financial advice and his dedication to the magazine. We wish him well in his retire-
ment from the committee. Rob Horton has taken over the position of Subscriptions 
Officer. David Lambert, GCA Treasurer, continues to provide valuable financial  
advice and pays all the bills. 
 

Carolyn Dawes, Production Coordinator, works with the mailing house to ensure the 
magazines are despatched on deadline. Postage costs continue to rise and we are 
kept ‘on our toes’ with Australia Post changes. Carolyn has also taken over club 
news from Patricia Prior who has now left the magazine team. 
 

We have continued the use of back copies at appropriate events and activities to 
attract new subscribers. GCA President, George Hoad, and Judy Horton have also 
promoted the magazine at their speaking engagements around the country. While 
the club subscriber numbers have remained static, it is pleasing to report that the 
subscriptions for non-club subscribers are at the highest level ever achieved.  
 

Carolyn Dawes 
Member of Belconnen Garden Club (ACT) Inc. 
 

Membership Secretary Report 
 

Membership of The Garden Clubs of Australia continues to rise and I report with 
pleasure that as at 30 June 2018, there are 713 affiliates representing 54 430  
individuals.     
 

Since June 2017–2018, 32 enquiry packs have been sent out to clubs making  
enquiries about affiliating with GCA.  The interest received is Australia-wide and we 
continue to rely on the work of our dedicated Committee, Zone Coordinators and all 
members to reinforce the benefits of membership and the importance of snatching 
every opportunity to spread the word of our gardening world. 
 

Regular contact with our affiliates is an excellent opportunity to reinforce the  
importance of needing support in keeping our records up-to-date.  All challenges 
meeting the needs of our affiliates throughout the year rely on close communica-
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tion and the return of Form 4 and Form 2 is critical to provide an efficient paper-
work flow. We urge all affiliates to refer to the Annual Schedule prepared and sent 
out by GCA to assist in keeping up-to-date with timeline requirements and also  
giving attention to matters raised in the bulletin. 
 

The community garden trend continues strongly and as National Gardening Week is 
firmly placed on the calendar. Do use this as a further opportunity to celebrate  
gardening, inspiring the community and especially taking the chance to encourage 
gardening for all ages. Schools in the local community are a special way of reaching 
out to our community and stamping the future of gardening. 
 

I look forward to a year striving to spread the word of our gardening passion,  
encouraging friendship and interest in all we provide for the ongoing growth of 
GCA. 
 

Deirdre McLoughlin 
Member of Goulburn Garden Club 
 

Photographic Competition Report 
 

The 2017 Competition continues to be enthusiastically supported by many  
members and magazine subscribers. As usual, the range of images was varied and 
of excellent quality and indicated the enthusiasm the entrants have for taking  
garden-related photographs around the world. 
 

Photos of many of the images submitted are included in the GCA Our Gardens  
magazine throughout the 2018 year. 
 

I encourage members to consider entering in 2018 as the total prize pool valued at 
around $1,300 is one of the largest for any Australian Photographic Competition 
organised by a non-profit organisation, where there is no entry fee. The prizes are 
from GCA and our wonderful sponsors: Seasol International, Neutrog Australia, 
Yates, Richgro and Organic Crop Protectants. 
 

The entry form is on the website or can be obtained by emailing  
photocomp@gardenclubs.org.au. Remember that your children and grandchildren 
can enter the Junior Section. All entries close on 1 October 2018. 
 

The 2018 Competition winners will be announced in the Autumn, Issue 80, of Our 
Gardens magazine. A further range of the 2018 images will be shown in each issue 
of Our Gardens during 2019. 
 

Paul Lucas 
Annual Photographic Competition Coordinator, with Greg Ruckert 
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Publicity Officer and Privacy Officer Report 
 

While my title indicates that I’m responsible for GCA publicity, really my major role 
is that of editor/checker of all GCA documentation prior to its being sent to affiliate 
clubs across the country. I have responsibility for the production and distribution of 
GCA Bulletins and other documentation, both large and small, to affiliates and so 
liaise regularly with the mailing house. Almost all of this is delivered by email now, 
saving the GCA coffers a considerable amount. I also provide occasional material for 
the website and I act as web editor.  
 

The role of Privacy Officer was given to me this year and apart from checking the 
appropriate documentation - see the Member Clubs area of the GCA website - there 
has been very little for me to do. 
 
Graeme Whisker 
Member of the Bundanoon Garden Club Inc. 

 

Remembrance Driveway Report 
 

The Remembrance Driveway was the first project of the GCA and was conceived by 
Mrs Margaret Davis MBE OAM, the Founding President. The living memorial along 
the 300 km highway between Sydney and Canberra was established when H.M. 
Queen Elizabeth planted trees at each end of the Driveway in 1954 and  
commemorates the Australians who served in World War II and now also  
remembers all those who served in the Australian Defence Forces in subsequent 
wars and Peacekeeping operations. 
 

Mrs Davis indicated the intent of the project by saying ‘the driveway would not be 
merely an unbroken line of trees, but would be specially designed with avenues, 
groves and small parks to enhance the existing beauties of the landscape along the 
Hume Highway’. This work continues. 
 

The Remembrance Driveway Committee (RDC) of volunteers works closely with 
NSW Roads and Maritime Services (RMS) who maintain the Memorial along the  
current Hume Highway in NSW, and with Transport Canberra City Services (TCCS) on 
the Federal Highway in ACT. There are 23 rest stops dedicated to Victoria Cross  
recipients as a way of reminding the public of the purpose of the Driveway. The rest 
stops provide an opportunity for drivers to refresh and therefore contribute to  
safety on the highway. The current President of the RDC is Air Commodore Ian Scott 
and there is representation from the RSL, War Widows Guild, GCA, RMS and several 
individuals with specialised skills. 
 

Two GCA gardeners continue have a direct input into the work of the RDC: Judy 
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Keast, a former GCA Committee member, and I are active participants. Judy  
supervises maintenance work on the by-passed Berrima section of the Driveway. 
The committee is currently considering the long-term future of the Berrima groves 
and their plaques.  
 

As usual, new modifications to the Driveway have required consultation with all 
stakeholders regarding the need to relocate some memorials to more appropriate 
locations. A recent meeting at Bardia Barracks agreed to move the 6th Division AIF 
Memorial a short distance to a location having historic connections to the Division 
and with better access for the public. During this year, a new rest stop intended for 
Keith Payne VC was been delayed as the preferred site is now to undergo a major 
redesign.  
 

Initial planning has begun for a specially designed park in ACT to honor the four VC 
recipients from the Afghanistan conflict.  Consideration has been given to improving 
RDC’s legal right to raise funds reflecting that the limited funds now available are 
insufficient to proceed with the current plans for new locations. A meeting was held 
in Canberra with TCCS and the Committee participated in the usual wreath-laying 
ceremony at the Australian War Memorial. 
 

Ken Bradley 
RDC Secretary and GCA representative 
Member of Kulnura & District Garden Club 
 

Social Media Report 
 

On joining the Committee of The Garden Clubs of Australia, I was asked to take over 
the management of the Facebook page and also establish an Instagram page. 
 

I started an Instagram page from scratch in March 2018 and as at 24 July it has 1727 
followers. I expect this site to achieve at least 10 000 followers by this time in 2019. 
 

Regarding Facebook, The Garden Clubs of Australia is happy to use it to promote 
both affiliate organisations and their activities. We have over 700 affiliates and so 
should be able to make the page very active if affiliate clubs provide me with  
information. Where possible, I am already sharing information from affiliate Face-
book pages and this has raised the profile of The Garden Clubs of Australia, as well 
as its affiliates. If affiliates would like their group or its activities published on the 
site, please send me a file in .jpg format plus a small amount of text. The easiest 
way is to refer me to your affiliate's Facebook page. 
 

I am also planning to run profiles of your committee members and zone  
coordinators on Facebook so that you might better know them and what they do. 
Please like our Facebook page:  
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https://www.facebook.com/gardenclubsaustralia and follow us on Instagram 
#gardenclubsaus. Help lift the profile of your group. 
 

Greg Ruckert 
President, Lilium and Bulb Society of South Australia 
president@liliumbulb.org.au 
https://www.facebook.com/greg.ruckert  
 

Webmaster’s Report 
 

The year has heralded for The Garden Clubs of Australia’s (GCA) website: 
 

Home Page 
The layout of the website is very dated because of the HTML resource which has 
very many limitations. The layout is table-based and is difficult to insert data in a 
contemporary form. Space is also very limited therefore restricting image size and 
resolution. So the new platform for GCA’s website is eagerly anticipated. 
 

Diary Dates 
1. A steady flow of requests for Diary Dates to be added after respective closing 

dates for Our Gardens has passed. I believe this to be a feature that has  
indicated that our website is being used more frequently by the public to 
check gardening events for the respective States. This suggests that affiliated 
members have confidence that their respective events will be listed. Carolyn 
Dawes has been fantastic in her support providing this detail and I have 
received many requests directly. 

2. Encouragement has also been extended to affiliated GCA members to add 
flyers and their respective websites or Facebook pages to embellish the 
events entered into Diary Dates. 

3. I have also assisted more than 12 affiliated GCA clubs to design flyers and 
then convert information on their respective events to PDF Flyers.  

 

Find a Club 
1. In Find a Club I have added website and Facebook links to affiliated GCA 

clubs. 
2. From the Membership Secretary, provision of data updating changes in the 

Find a Club pages.  However, entering Not Authorised under the Contact 
column of a Club listing is difficult to understand from my point of view. 

 

Photographic Competition 
The highlight is that the winning entries for the GCA’s Photographic Competition are 
a colourful addition to the GCA’s website. 
 

Web Links 
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1. Many communications complementing the Links Page with an increasing 
interest being placed on links ‘Kid’s Gardening’ websites. 

2. Margaret Watts is undertaking an excellent ‘Mind Maps’ and I was pleased to 
assist Margaret in their formatting. 

 

Acknowledgement 
Feedback from affiliated GCA clubs has been invaluable in their courteous  
appreciation and also if there have been any minor errors in data entry. The support 
from Judy Horton as the new Editor of Our Gardens has been really appreciated. 
 

General 
With the advent of the new Garden Clubs of Australia website, I would like to  
suggest that: 
a. affiliated GCA clubs be encouraged to send in digital images of the events of 

their activities which therefore can be shared for a brief time with other  
affiliated GCA clubs around Australia 

b. as some Affiliated Clubs decrease with volunteers in the website and/or  
Facebook areas, I would encourage more of them to forward information to 
the GCA for assistance in producing pdfs when preparing events as required 

c. there be more interactivity with the GCA’s Facebook  
d. publishing popular articles from previous Our Gardens issues would increase 

the interest by affiliated GCA clubs and casual visitors to the GCA website 
e. the History Page is an exciting addition 
f. that Zone Coordinators be encouraged to foster the use of the GCA website 

in their respective districts 
g. the new website includes many of the photos submitted for the  

Photographic Competition 
h. those Affiliated GCA Club members are encouraged to engage in nomination 

for Awards by featuring past winners of those Awards on the website 
i. any non-commercial, community-focussed gardening event be placed in the 

Diary Dates page. 
 

I would like to thank the GCA Committee members for their patience and support in 
my role as Webmaster during this past year and I look forward to using a more  
sophisticated and flexible website in the coming year. 
 
Eric Bateman 
Species Orchid Society of WA  
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